HISTORY.

Many books have been written about Cuba, but there are few detailed and
reliable histories. Such information as is available with regard to the history
of this country is in fragmentary form, and many important events connectec

with the affairs of the island are unrecorded, or so briefly discussed as to be
unintelligible.

DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT.

Cuba was discovered by Columbus on Sunday, October 28, 1492. Accord-
ing to the most reliable evidence, he landed in, or a little to the west of, what
is now called the bay of Nuevitas, on the north coast of the province of Cama-
giiey. He took possession of the island in the name of Christ, Our Lady,
and the reigning Sovereigns of Spain, and named it Juana in honor of Prince
John,

Continuing his voyage, Columbus sailed west as far as the Laguna de
Moron, where he arrived October 31. On November 12 he left this place.
The records in his journal do not indicate clearly where he sailed between
that date and November 26. He appears to have returned to the vicinity of
the Guija Islands and then to have cruised about among the keys and islands
off the province of Camagiiey, finally reaching the Bay of Nuevitas.

On November 26 he sailed southeast along the coast of Oriente and on the
evening of November 27 he arrived at Baracoa. From there he sailed, on
December 4, to Point Maisi, the eastern end of the island, and on the following
day to the Island of San Domingo.

On the 3d of May, 1493, Pope Alexander VI issued a bull conferring
on Ferdinand and Isabella all lands already discovered, or to be discovered,
in the western ocean, thus confirming by divine right, to all Christendom,
the claims of Columbus. '

Columbus visited Cuba three times after this. In 1493, during his second
voyage, he followed the southern coast from Point Maisi as far as Bataban6
and the Isle of Pines, which he reached on June 13, having in the meantime
discovered the Island of Jamaica. During this voyage Columbus visited
Guantinamo, Trinidad, and probably Cienfuegos. During his fourth and
last voyage, he touched at Cayo Largo, off the south coast of the province of
Oriente, in July, 1502, and again in May, 1503.

Cuba does not appear to have been visited by many other explorers. In
1508 Sebastian Ocampo, acting under the orders of Nicolas de Ovando,

(28)



CUBA UNDER SPANISH RULE. ] 29

Governor of San Domingo, reported that Cuba was an island, but itis probable
that this fact was known several years before. Apparently Cuba did not
receive much attention from the Spanish authorities prior to 1511. In that
year Diego Columbus, Admiral of the Indies and Governor of San Domingo,
sent Capt. Diego Velasquez, one of the companions of Columbus on his
second voyage, to subdue and colonize Cuba. With a force of 300 men he
sailed from San Domingo and landed near Point Maisi, going thence to
Baracoa, where the first settlement was made in 1512. In 1514 Velasquez
founded Trinidad and Santiago de Cuba, on the southern side of the island,
to facilitate communication with the Spanish colonies of Jamaica and the
mainland, and established settlements at Sancti-Spiritus, Remedios, Bayamo,
Puerto Principe, and San Cristobal de la Habana, the last named colony
being located on what is now the site of Bataban6., In 1519 the name of
Habana was transferred to a settlement on the site now known by that name.
The same year, Baracoa, having been raised to the dignity of a city and
bishopric, was declared the capital, and so remained until 1522, when Santiago
became the capital and the seat of the bishopric. Habana became the capital
in 1552.

On the death of Ferdinand, January 23, 1516, Velasquez renamed the
island Fernandina in his honor. It was subsequently named Santiago, after
the patron saint of Spain, but afterwards the name was changed to Ave
Marfa, in honor of the Virgin. Through all these official changes, however,
it retained its native original name.

CUBA UNDER SPANISH RULE.

Until his death in 1524 Velasquez continued to govern Cuba as adelantado,
or lieutenant-governor, under the governor and audiencie of San Domingo,
He had five successors in the office of lieutenant-governor, The first governor,
Hernando de Soto, was appointed in 1536; he was also adelantado of Florida.
The first Captain-General was Don Gabriel de Tujan, appointed in 1581.
After the founding of the colonies by Velasquez, the Spanish population
increased very slowly; for more than one hundred years only two additional
towns were founded, Guanabacoa in 1555 and El Cobre in 1558. In the
seventeenth century but two towns of any importance, Matanzas and Santa
Clara, were founded, and in the eighteenth but nine. At the end of this period
the population of the island is said to have numbered 275,000 souls, while
the development of its wealth had scarcely begun.

If the situation and many natural advantages of Cuba be considered, it is
evident that either the Cubans were blind to their opportunities or causes
generally beyond their control retarded the growth of the population and the
development of the island’s resources. The latter would seem to be the case,
although it can not be said that the Cubans were not in some measure account-
able. :

In the general scheme of colonizing the West Indies, both Cuba and Jamaica
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were occupied to facilitate frade with the rich colonies of the Spanish main,
and while still a young colony Cuba, as a depot of supply, was severely taxed
by the numerous expeditions which sailed from her shores between the years
1512 and 1538.

It is by no means true, however, that in the administration of her colonies -
Spain was an exception to the general rule of liberal and generous government
on the part of the various countries toward their colonial dependencies. In
fact, much of the same ideas appear to have influenced all of them at the
outset, although the results were different, as might be expected of governments
having different origins, forms, and theories. The prevailing idea appears
to have been that the political and economic interests of colonies were to be
subordinated to those of the home country, no matter how injurious the con-
sequences, and a course in harmony with this idea was followed unremittingly
by Spain to the end of her supremacy over Cuba.

Aside from the fact that during the early history of Cuba Spain had little
surplus population to dispese of, and that through the expulsion of the Jews
and Moors she lost a large and valuable part of this population, her trade
restrictions would account, in some measure, for the slow increase in the
population and industries of Cuba. These restrictions appear to have origi-
nated in the royal cedula of May 6, 1497, granting to the port of Seville the
exclusive privilege of trade with the colonies. At the same time the Casa de
Contratacion, or Council of Trade, was established and was given exclusive
charge of the regulation of trade and commence, although later the Council
exercised its functions under the general control of the Council of the Indies.
San Domingo, and later Vera Cruz, were the only colonial ports authorized
to trade with Seville. In 1717 the trade monopoly of Seville was transferred,
by royal order, to the port of Cadiz, in Spain. ‘

While Santiago was the capital of Cuba, trade between the island and the
home port was restricted to that place, and when the capital was transferred
to Habana, that city became the sole port of entry. Even between the ports
of Habana and Seville or Cadiz, until 1765, there was no free communication,
but all trading vessels were gathered into fleets, or “flofas,” from time to time,
and made the voyage accompanied by Spanish waxrships, partly for protection
against freebooters and pirates, but chiefly to prevent trade with other ports.

The maritime laws regulating trade and commerce forbade trade between
the colonies, and as early as 1592 trade with foreigners was only permitted by
special authority, and in 1614 and 1680 trade with foreigners was prohibited
under pain of death and confiscation of the property concerned.

With the exception of the period when the English occupied the island,
1762-63, Cuban ports were practically under embargo of the strictest kind
until 1778, when Habana was opened to free trade. By the royal decree of
October 12, 1778, trade between Santiago, Trinidad, Batabané, and other
Spanish ports was authorized. This privilege was extended to Nuevitas in
1784, to Matanzas in 1793, to Caibarién in 1794, and to Manzanillo and
Baracoa in 1803.
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By the treaties of 1648 and 1714 between Spain and the Dutch provinces
it was agreed that parties to the treaty should abstain from trading in the
ports and along the coast of the Indies belonging to the other natlon. Again,
by the treaty of Madrid between England and Spain, similar agreements were
made, although it was provided that in case vessels arrived at the prohibited
ports under stress or shipwreck they should be received kindly and permitted
to purchase provisions and repair damages. This privilege was subsequently
withdrawn by royal orders of January 20 and April 15, 1784, which preseribed
that no vessel belonging to a foreign nation should be permitted to enter. The
severity of these restrictions was modified later on and, by a royal order of
January 8, 1801, Cuban ports were thrown open to the commerce of friendly
and neutral nations.

Other commercial privileges granted in 1805, 1809, 1810, and 1812, were
due, in great measure, if not entnely, to the French invasion of the peninsula
and its effect on Spanish possessions in the West Indies and’ ‘America. These
concessions to trade with Spanish colonies were but temporary, however, as
by royal orders of January 10, November 17, and July 10, 1809, foreign
commerce with Spanish-American ports was prohibited. Against these last
restrictions of trade the various Spanish colonial governors, and especially
the Captain-General of Cuba, protested on the ground of the necessities of the
colonies and the inability of Spain to meet them. These objections having
been favorably considered by the Council for the Indies, foreign trade with
Habana was extended for a time.

Many other decrees and royal orders affecting trade with Cuba and the
other Spanish colonies were promulgated during the period between 1775
and 1812, but it is plain that Spain was always averse to granting trade facilities
to her colonies, and only did so for a time when forced by her necessities.
After she had once opened Cuban ports and to that extent established the
privilege of foreign trade, it was a difficult matter to close the ports again;
consequently the next step was to restrict the trade as far as possible by duties,
tonnage, and port dues, and by arbitrary tariffs imposed from time to time in
such a way as to render foreign commerce unprofitable. Up to 1824 duties on
foreign commerce were much greater than those on Spanish merchandise,
and while from that year they were generally less restrictive, still they were
always high enough to compel Cubans to purchase from Spanish merchants,
who, as Spain did not herself produce what was needed, bought from French,
German, American, or other sourees, thereby raising prices far above what
they would have been under a system less hampering. In fact, up to 1818
Cuba does not appear to have had a tariff system. In that year a tariff was
promulgated making the duties 26} per cent on agricultural implements and
43 per cent ad valorem on other foreign merchandise. This was modified in
1820 and 1822 and the duties reduced to 20 per cent on agricultural imple-
ments and 37 per cent ad walorem on foreign industrial products. On all
Spanish importations under this classification the duties were two-thirds
less. The tariff of 1824 was less prohibitive.
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Apparently, either this arrangement for excluding foreign trade or the
amount of customs revenue was not satisfactory, for an export tariff was
established in 1828 on sugar and coffee, which had by that time become
important produets. The duty was four-fifths of a cent per pound on sugar
and two-fifths of a cent per pound on coffee. If these products were exported
in foreign vessels, the duty on sugar was doubled and that on coffee was
increased to 1 cent per pound. With slight modifications these duties con-
tinued to August 1, 1891, when, under the McKinley tariff law, a reciprocal
commercial agreement was proclaimed by President Harrison between Spain
and the United States, which enabled Cuba to seek its nearvest and most
natural market. In a short iime nearly the entire trade of Cuba was trans-
ferred to the United States, and Cuba enjoyed a degree of prosperity never
before attained.

But with the termination of this agreement by the tariff law of 1894, the
old practice was reestablished, thus forcing upon the Cubans compulsory
trade with Spain. There seems to be no question among impartial and
intelligent judges as to the injurious effect of this system on the growth of
Cuba’s population and material progress, both largely dependent on com-
mercial advantages.

Another evil born of the system and given a certain amount of immunity
through the reverses and disasters of the Spanish navy, is smuggling, which
began with trade restrictions and monopolies and has continued almost to this
day, the amount of merchandise smuggled being, for many years, nearly equal
to that regularly imported and exported. Under the name of privateers,
French, Dutch, English, and American smugglers and buccaneers swarmed
in the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico for more than two centuries,
plundering Spanish fotas and attacking colonial settlements. Among the
latter, Cuba was the chief sufferer. In 1538 the marauders attacked and
burned Habana. In 1544 they attacked Baracoa and Matanzas, and again
sacked and burned Habana. In 1604 Giron, a French buccaneer, landed
twice in Santiago, capturing the Morro, and in 1679 French buccaneers again
raided the province.

Coupled with trade restrictions and extending throughout the entire life of
Cuba as a dependency of Spain, excessive taxation has always prevailed. In’
addition to the taxes on imports and exports, taxes were levied on real and
personal property and on industries and commerce of all kinds. Every pro-
fession, art, or manual occupation contributed its quota, while, as far back as
1638, seal and stamp taxes were established on all judicial business and on all
kinds of petitions and claims made to official corporations, and subsequently
on all bills and accounts.

There was also a municipal tax on the slaughter of cattle for the market.
This privilege was sold by the municipal council to the highest bidder, with
the result that assessments were made on all animals slaughtered, whether
for the market or for private consumption, with a corresponding increase in
the price of meat.
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Another tax established in 1528, called the derecho de averia, required the
payment of 20 ducats ($16) by every person, bond or free, arriving in the
island. In 1665 this tax was increased to $22, and continued in force for one
hundred years, thus retarding immigration, and, to that extent, the increase
of population, especially of the laboring class.

An examination of the taxes shows that they operated to discourage Cubans
from owning property or engaging in many industrial pursuits tending to
benefit them and to promote the material improvement of the island.

Up to the year 1638 the taxes were collected by royal officers appointed
by the King, and their accounts were passed on by the audiencia of San
Domingo. In that year contadores (auditors) were appointed who exercised
fiscal supervision over the tax collectors, until, by royal cedula of October 31,
1764, the intendancy of Habana was established and the administration of
taxes was conducted as in Spain. After 1892 the taxes were collected by the
Spanish Bank under a ten years’ contract, the bank receiving a commission of
5 per cent. About 18 per cent of the assessed taxes remained uncollected
between 1886 and 1897, and the deficits thus caused were added to the Cuban

. debt.!

If to high taxes. high tariffs, and utter indifference, apparently, to the needs
of the island be added a lack of banking facilities of all kinds, and a system of
currency dependent entirely on the Spanish government and affected by all
its financial difficulties, we have some of the reasons why the economic develop-
ment of Cuba has been slow. All her industrial profits were absorbed by
Spain, leaving no surplus to provide for the accumulation of capital and the
material progress of the island.? For many years Cuba was prohibited from
cultivating such raw products as were raised in Spain, this policy being the
exact opposite of the theory and practice under which England subsequently
developed her manufacturing industries at home. The system followed in
England was-the very natural process of paying for the raw products of her
colonies in manufactured articles,and no nation in Europe during the sixteenth
century was in a better condition than Spain to establish such a system, as she
was essentially a manufacturing country. With the expulsion of the Moors,
however, her manufactures were practically ruined, and she became little
more than a clearing house for foreign products.

Long after repeated warnings should have suggested a greater measure of
economic and political independence for Cuba, the entire system of Cuban
government and administration was retained in the hands of Spanish ‘officials
to the exclusion of native Cubans. The feelings aroused by this policy would

*According to the data of the tribunal of accounts (tribunal de suenias) of Habana,
referred to by Sefior la Sagra, Cuba received as ordinary and extraordinary “situados”
from Mexico, from 1766 to 1788, the sum of 57,739,346 pesos fuertcs, and from
1788 to 1806, 50,411,158 pesos fuertes.

2The proof of this is the bad condition of the roads and harbors, the absence of
docking facilities, the lack of adequate water supply in cities, and the absence of sew-
ers, paved streets, and schoolhouses and other public buildings essential to every
community. . .

3
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sundoubtedly have been appeased if greater economic and political freedom
‘had been allowed. Political independence was not generally advocated at
«first. Autonomy under the protection of Spain was as much as the industrial
«classes wished, and had this been granted ten years earlier Cuba might and
rprobably would have remained a Spanish colony.

The first serious opposition to the insular government was brought out by
'the -attempt of Captain-General Vicente Roja to enforce the government
mmonopoly in tobacco, decreed in 1717. Several bloody riots occurred and
Roja was obliged to withdraw temporarily from the island.

Apart from uprisings among the negroes, stimulated no doubt by the
success of their race over the French in the neighboring island of San Domingo,
there were no attempts at insurrection on the part of Cubans until after the
conspiracy of 1823, planned by asecret society kihown as the “Soles de
Bolivar.” This conspiracy resulted from the attempt of Captain-General
Vives to carry out the instructions of Ferdinand VII, after the abrogation of
the Spanish liberal constitution of 1812, and was intended as a protest against
a return to absolutism in Cuba. The conspiracy was of a serious character
“and extended over the entire island. The conspiracy failed and the leader,
Jose I'rancisco Lemus, and a large number of conspirators were arrested and
«deported. A fecling of bitter resentment against the government was the
result, and a period of agitation and publi¢ demonstration followed. Frequent
unsuccessful uprisings were attempted in 1824.

On May 28, 1825, a royal decrec was issued, conferring on the Capiain-
‘General “all the powers of governors of cities in a state of siege * * * with
ifull .and unlimited authority to detach from the island and to send to the
‘Peninsula all officials and persons employed in whatsoever capacity, and of
‘whatsoever rank, class, or condition, whose presence may appear prejudicial,
.or whose public or private conduct may inspire you with suspicion * * * and
further to suspend the execution of any order or general regulations issued in
whatever branch of the administration and to whatever extent you may con-
sider convenient to the royal service, elc., to see that faithful servants of His
Majesty be remembered, at the same time punishing without delay or hesi-
tation the misdeeds of those, ete,”’!

An army from Spain, intended for the subjugation of former Spanish
colonies in South America, which was to have been dispatched from Cuba,
was retained there, and a military commission was permanently organized
to try political offenses under the above decree and the articles of war.

Political agitation having taken the form of revolutionary demonstrations,
there was a gradual separation on political lines between the Cubans and
Spaniards, and numberless Cuban secret societies were formed throughout
the island. Allied with the Cubans were all of the more radical, as well as the
more moderate liberal members of the community, while the Spanish party
included beneficiaries of former monopolies and the conservative and reaction-

! Promulgated again in the royal decrees of March 21 and 26, 1834.
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ary elements, which, under the policy of the Captains-General, had crystallized
around the officials of the government and their coadjutors in the church,

The political agitation continued, and in 1826 a small uprising took place
in Camagiiey, directed by the Sociedad de la Cadena, and aimed against the
abuses of the regiment Leon quartered there. The same year (June 22) the
Congress of American Republics assembled at Panama. The object of this
congress was to urge the establishment of liberal principles of commercial
intercourse in peace and war, the advancement of religious liberty, and the
abolition of slavery, and to discuss the relations of Haiti, the affairs of Cuba
and Porto Rico, the continuation of the war of Spain on her Spanish colonies,
and the Monroe doctrine.

‘While the United States no doubt sympathized with the objects of the con-
gress, the debates in the Senate and House of Representatives indicated a
desire to avoid interference with Spain. As a result, the American delegates
were given limited powers, and this, coupled with the conservative attitude
of the United States, resulted in the failure of the congress to achieve any result.

The year before, Francisco Agiiero and Manuel Andres Sanches, & second
lieutenant in the Colombian army, had been sent from CGuba to the United
States and to Colombia to seek the assistance of these countries. An expedition
was organized in Colombia to be led by the famous Colombian patriot, Simon
Bolivar, but the failure of the Panama congress caused the abandonment of
the expedition. On the return of the emissaries to Cuba they were arrested,
tried, and executed.

In 1830 a revolution was planned by the society of the “Black Eagle,” a
Masonic fraternity having its base of operations in Mexico, with secondary
bases in Habana and at various points throughout the island. The conspiracy
failed, and several of the conspirators received sentence of death, which was
afterwards commuted by Captain-General Vives to sentence to life imprison-
ment. The object of the conspiracy was the independence of Cuba, the pretext,
a report that the island was to be ceded to Great Britain.

In 1836 the constitution of 1812 was reestablished in Spain, but this change
did not benefit Cuba. On the contrary, the deputies sent from Cuba to the
constitutional eonvention in Madrid were excluded, and, by a royal decree of
1837, the representation in the Cortes which had been given Cuba in 1834 was
taken away, and it was announced that Cuba would be governed by special
laws. These, the Cubans claim, were never published. From this time to
1847 several uprisings or insurrections occurred throughout Cuba, followed
in that year by a revolutionary conspiracy organized by Narciso Lopez, and
having in view the liberation of the island or its annexation to the United
States. It had been arranged to make the first demonstration on the 4th of
July, in the city of Cienfuegos, but the plot was made known to the Spanish
governor, and Lopez and his companions fled to the United States, where, in
1849, they organized a filibustering expedition, which was prevented from
leaving by the vigilance of the government of the United States. In 1850
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Lopez organized a second expedition, which sailed from New Orleans, May
10, and Janded with 600 men at Cardenas, attacking its small garrison. A
portion of the garrison surrendered with Governor Ceniti and the remainder
went over to the insurgents. As the uprising upon which Lopez depended did
not take place, he reembarked the same day and made his escape to Key West.

Undeterred by these failures, in 1851 he organized a third expedition of
480 men, which sailed from New Orleans and landed, August 12, at Playitas,
near Bahfa Honda, 55 miles west of Habana. Colonel Crittenden, of Ken-
tucky, with 150 men formed part of the force. On landing Lopez advanced
on Las Pozas, leaving Colonel Crittenden in El Morrillo. Meeting a Spanish
force under General Enna, Lopez was defeated after a gallant fight; his
force was dispersed; and he and some 50 of his men were captured and taken
to Habana, where he was garroted. In attempting to escape by sea Crittenden
and his party were captured and on the 16th of September were shot at the
castle of Atares.

In the same year an uprising took place in Camagiiey, but the movement
came to naught and the leader, Juaquin de Agliero, and several of his com-
panions were executed.

Following the attempt of Agliero came the conspiracy of Vuelta Abajo,
organized in 1852 by Juan Gonzalez Alvara, a wealthy planter of the province
of Pinar del Rfo. Associated with him were several other prominent Cubans,
among them Francisco de Fras, Count of Pozos Dulces. This attempt at
revolution was discovered and the leading conspirators arrested. They were
tried and sentenced to death, but were finally transported under sentence of
life imprisonment.

Meantime the Liberal Club of Habana and the Cuban Junta in New York
were raising money and organizing expeditions destined for Cuba. But
these expeditions accomplished little.

The revolution of 1868 was commenced at Yara in the province of Cama-
gliey, and was ended by the capitulation of Zanjon, February 10, 1878. No
battles were fought, but there were many deaths from disease, executions,
and massacres, and the Spanish troops suffered severely from yellow fever,
which prevailed at all times in the seacoast cities. The war is said to have
cost the contestants $300,000,000, which was charged to the debt of Cuba.

By the treaty of Zanjon Spain agreed to give greater civil, political, and
administrative privileges to the people of Cuba. It has been claimed by
Cubans that the promises were never fulfilled, and this and the failure of the
Cortes to pass the bill reforming the government of Cuba, introduced in 1894
by Sefior Maura, minister for the colonies, are generally given as the causes
of the last rebellion. On the other hand, Spain has always insisted that every
promise was observed, and that even more was granted than was promised
in the articles of the capitulation. Thus, by the decree of March 1, 1878,
Cuba and Porto Rico were given representation in the Spanish Cortes, upon
the basis of their respective populations, and the provincial and municipal
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laws of 1_877 promulgated in Spain were made applicable to Cuba. By
proclamation of March 24, 1878, full amnesty was given to all, even to Spanish
deserters wh.o had served in the insurgent army; on May 23, 1879, the penal
code of. Spain and the rules for its application were made effective in Cuba;
on April 7, 188'1, the Spanish constitution was extended to Cuba by law; in
1885 the Spanish law of civil procedure was given to Cuba; and on July
31, 1889, the Spanish civil code, promulgated in 1888, was put in operation
in Cuba and Porto Rico.

After examining all the evidence, however, the student of Cuban history
will probably conclude that while the Spanish government was technically
correct in claiming to have enacted all laws necessary to make good her
promises, there usually was a failure to execute them, and that, as a matter
of fact, political conditions in Cuba remained practically as they were hefore
the war, although very much improved on the surface. It was the interpreta-
tion and execution of the laws by governors having but little sympathy with
the natives, rather than the laws themselves, that caused most of the trouble
in Cuba. ‘

A serious permanent fall in the price of sugar in 1884 and the final abolition
of slavery in 1887 added to the economic troubles of the people, and in con-
junction with continued political oppression, kept alive the feeling which
brought on the war. From 1893 to 1808 the revenues of Cuba, under exces-
give taxation, high duties, and the Habana lottery, averaged about $25,000,000
per annum, although the amount was very much larger in previous years,'
varying according to the financial exigencies of the Spanish government.
Of this amount $10,500,000 went to Spain to pay the interest on the Cuban
debt; $12,000,000 was allotted for the support of the Spanish-Cuban army
and navy and the maintenance of the Cuban government in all its branches,
including the church; and the remainder, $2,500,000, was allowed for public
works, education, and the general improvement of Cuba, independent of
municipal expenditures. As the amounts appropriated annually in the
Cuban budget were not sufficient to cover the expenditures and there was a
failure to collect the taxes, deficits were inevitable. These were charged to
the Cuban debt. By 1897, as a result of this and other causes, the debt
aggregated about $400,000,000, or $283 .54 per capita—an amount more than
three times as large as the per capita debt of Spain and much larger than the
per capita debt of any other European country.

ATTITUDE OF THIZ UNITED STATES.

The United States had always shown a friendly interest in the affairs of
Cuba, and the question of its annexation had been discussed as far back as
1825, when Mr. John Quincy Adams was President. A popular movement
for the annexation of Cuba was started in the Southern states during the

\In 1860, $29,610,779; 1880, $40,000,000; 1882, $35,860,246.77. Cuba was ex-
pected to contribute whatever was demanded.
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Mexican war (1846). Two years later President Polk made propositiong to
the Spanish government, through the American minister in Madrid, having
in view the purchase of the island.

In 1854, the strained relations between Spain and the United States,
growing out of the detention of the American steamer Black Warrior in the
harbor of Habana, on the charge of violating the customs regulations, and
the search of several American vessels by Spanish cruisers, resulted in the
“Ostend Manifesto,” which was drawn up by the American ministers to
England, France, and Spain. In this manifesto it was declared “that the
possession of Cuba by a foreign power was a menace to the peace of the
United States, and that Spain be offered the alternative of taking $200,000,000
for her sovereignty over the island or having it taken from her by force.””
During the ten years’ war, President Grant expressed to the Spanish govern-
ment his belief that only independence and emancipation could settle the
Cuban question and that intervention might be necessary to end the war,
and repeatedly proffered the good offices of the United States in reestablishing
peace. Meanwhile, in 1873, the capture of the Virginius and the execution
of 53 of her passengers and crew in the city of Santiago de Cuba by order of
the Spanish commander came near involving the countries in war, which,
however, was avoided by diplomatic action.

As the rebellion of 1895 proceeded, much sympathy was felt for the Cubans
by the people of the United States, which being reflected in Congress, resultecl
in a concurrent resolution of strict neutrality, coupled with a declaration that
the United States should proffer its good offices to Spain, through President
Cleveland, with a view of ending the war and securing the independence of
the island; but nothing came of it. In 1896, both Republican and Demo-
cratic national conventions passed resolutions of sympathy for the Cubans
and demanded that the government take action.

Although the Committee on Foreign Relations in the Senate reported a
resolution, December 21, 1896, recognizing the republic of Cuba, it was nevex
taken from the calendar. Meanwhile reports of outrages and indignities to
American citizens in Cuba and of the dreadful effects of reconcentratior
were frequently communicated to the government or published in the press.

In May, 1897, Congress appropriated $50,000 for the purchase of supplies
for the reconcentrados,! as it was reported that many of them were, or claimed
to be, American citizens. The supplies were sent under permission of Spain,
and were distributed to the reconeentrados, whether Americans or not, and
soon afterwards the revocation of the edict of reconcentration and the recall
of Captain-General Weyler were requested by the United States. While
these requests were favorably received by Spain, it was very evident that

1 Reconcenirados, or, as they were called, “ Pacificos,” were the country people (small
farmers) who sympathized with the insurgents and gave them such assistance ass
they could. The proclamation of Captain-General Weyler, issued in 1896, required
them to abandon their homes and property of every kind and move into the nearest

tgwns,d where many of them died of starvation and disease. Their homes were de—
stroyed.



THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR. \ 39

little was being done, and as the war continued apparently on the same lines,
it was thought advisable to send a man-of-war to Habana for the protection
of American citizens. The battleship Maine was selected for this duty, and
sailed in January, and before long the Spanish cruiser Viscaya was ordered
to visit New York, as evidence of existing friendly relations. On the night of
February 15 the Maine was blown up and 2 officers and 264 sailors lost their
lives. A board of naval officers was convened by the President of the United
States to examine into the circumstances, and after a careful investigation,
extending over a month, veported that the ship had been blown up from the
outside. A contrary report was the result of a Spanish investigation. The
report of the naval board was laid before the Congress of the United States
by the President, who meanwhile had used every effort to avoid war by diplo-
matic action.

Early in April it became known that Spain had proposed to the insurgents
a suspension of hostilities, to be followed by a capitulation, and had appro-
priated $600,000 for the relief of the reconcentrados, but that the proposal
had been rejected by the insurgent leaders. The President sent a message
to Congress on April 11, requesting authority to end the war and to secure
in Cuba the establishment of a stable government capable of maintaining
order and observing its international obligations. On April 19 Congress
passed joint resolutions, which, after reciting the conditions existing in Cuba,
demanded the withdrawal of Spain from the island, and empowered the
President to use the military and naval forces of the United States to carry
the resolutions into effect.

THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR.

"This was practically a declaration of war, and, on April 23, the President
issued a proclamation calling for 125,000 volunteers, which number was
subsequently increased to 200,000, and the regular army to 60,000 men.
By a formal declaration of April 30, Congress announced that war had existed'
since April 21.

On April 24 Commodore Dewey, commanding the Asiatic squadron, was-
notified by the Secretary of the Navy that war with Spain had begun, and:
he was ordered to proceed to the Philippine Islands and capture or destroy-
the Spanish fleet. On April 27 he sailed from Hongkong and on the afternoon’
of April 30 amived at the entrance of Manila bay, where, on the following-
day, he captured or destroyed all of the vessels of the Spanish fleet.

On June 14 an American army, numbering 15,000 men, under command
of Gen. W. R. Shafter, sailed from Port Tampa, Fla., for Santiago de Cuba,.
. where it arrived on the morning of June 20, and on July 1 and 2 the battle of
San Juan took place, resulting in the defeat of the Spanish troops and the
investment of Santiago.! On the morning of July 3, the Spanish fleet, under
Admiral Cervera, attempted to escape from the harbor, but was intercepted

* This included the operations of Lawton at El Caney, July 1,
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by the American fleet under Capt. William T. Sampson and totally destroyed.
On July 16 articles of capitulation were signed at Santiago de Cuba, and the
formal surrender of the Spanish forces in the eastern district of Santiago
followed on July 17.

On August 12 a protocol provided for a cessation of hostilities, and on
December 10 a treaty of peace between the United States and Spain was
signed at Paris. It was ratified by the President on February 6, 1899, and by
the Queen Regent of Spain on March 19, and proclaimed in Washington,
D. C., on April 11.

Cuba was to be free at last on the single condition that “she establish a
stable government capable of maintaining order and observing international
obligations.” '

While the ten years' war was not without disastrous effects on the economie
development of Cuba, these effects were trifling as compared with those of
the war of 1895-1898,. during which, according to a conservative estimate.
the population of the island decreased 12 per cent and its wealth two-thirds.

THE FIRST AMERICAN INTERVENTION.

On the withdrawal of Spain the government of the island devolved on the
army of the United States under the laws of war, and Maj. Gen. John R.
Brooke was appointed Military Governor, He entered on his duties January
1, 1899, and in order to acquaint the people of the island with the intentions

" of the President as Commander in Chief of the army, issued the following
proclamation:
To the People of Cuba.

Coming among you as the representative of the President, in furtherance and in
continuation of the humane purpose with which my country interfered to put an end
to the distressing condition in this island, I deem it proper to say that the object of
the present government is to give protection to the people, security to person and
property, to restore confidence, to encourage the people to resume the pursuits of
peace, to build up waste plantations, to resume commercial traffic, and to afford full
protection in the exercise of all civil and religious rights,

To this end the protection of the United States government will be directed, and
every possible provision made to carry out these objects through the chunnels of
civil administration, although under military control, in the interest and for the
benefit of all the people of Cuba, and those possessed of rights and property in the
island. : :

The civil and eriminal code which prevailed prior to the relinquishment of Spanish
sovereignty will remain in force, with such modifications and changes as may from
time to time be found necessary in the interest of good government.

The people of Cuba, without regard to previous alfliations, arc invited and urged
to cooperate in these objects by the exercise of moderation, eoneiliation, and good
will one toward another; and a hearty accord in our humanitarian purposes will
insure kind and beneficent government,.

The military governor of the island will always be pleased to confer with those
who may desire to consult him on matters of publie interest.

On January 11 General Brooke revised the cabinet, vesting the administra-
tion of the civil government in a department of state and government, a
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department of finance, a department of justice and public instruction, and
a department of agriculture, commerce, industries, and public works.

Many changes, having in view the better administration of the government,
were made by General Brooke and his successor, Gen. Leonard E. Wood,
who was appointed Military Governor, December 20, 1899. The object was
to confer upon the people of Cuba full civil rights, together with all the
powers of local self-government-—municipal, provincial, and insular—and
to do this as rapidly as possible under the local conditions and the serious
international obligations to protect life and property in the island, which
were assumed by the United States under the treaty of Paris.

This object was accomplished successfully, and, in addition, great beneﬁts
were gained by the people of Cuba through the thorough and stringent sani-
tary measures put into operation, the upbuilding of the public schools of the
country, the development and improvement of highways, the extension of the
postal and telegraph systems, and the general administration of public affairs
so as to permit the rapid development of agricultural and commercial business.
A period of prosperity resulted, which not only reflected great credit on the
American administration, but gave substantial proof of the wonderful re-
sources of the island, and its great possibilities for material advancement.

THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA.

On May 20, 1902, the military government of Cuba, by order of President
Roosevelt, issued in compliance with the promise made by the United States
Congress, in the Teller Resolution, transferred the government of Cuba to
its newly elected President and Congress, and the new Republic entered on
its national life under the best auspices. In its relation with the United
States, Cuba was different from other Latin American Republies; this unique
position was due to the fact that the Cubans had adopted as a part of their
constitution, a law enacted by the Congress of the United States and known
as the Platt amendment and later had incorporated it in a permanent treaty
between their country and the United States. According to the law and
treaty, the Republic of Cuba undertook to enter into no compact with any
foreign power which would tend to impair the independence of the Republic,
to contract no public debt to the service of which it could not properly attend,
to lease coaling stations to the United States, and to execute and extend plans
for the sanitation of the cities of the island, and consented that the United
States might exercise the right to intervene for the preservation of Cuban
independence and the maintenance of a government capable of protecting
life, property, and individual liberty, and of discharging such obligations
imposed by the Treaty of Paris on the United States as were now to be assumed
and undertaken by the government of Cuba.

The progress of Cuba under its own government was for some time most
gratifying to its friends throughout the world. But political dissensions arose
in 1905 and increased, until in August, 1906, open revolt against the govern-

4
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ment began. In that month a small armed force took the ﬁeld,. and uprisings
immediately followed throughout the country, led by men disaffected witl,
the government. The ranks of the insurgents were doubtle?s augmented op
account of the tendency to insurrection that had !)eel} cultivated by a long
period of rebellion in Cuba, as well as by the inclination of many to secure
relief from toil and to live on the couniry and the property of others. The
power of this irregular force to do damage was incalculable. .

The government of Cuba found itself entirely unprepared. Its artillery
and rural guard were comparatively small, and so scattered as to be unable
to cope with the insurrectionists. The government made desperate efforts
to organize militia, but with very unsatisfactory results.

THE APPEAL TO THE UNITED STATES FOR INTERVENTION.

By the beginning of September the Cuban government realized the help-
lessness of its situation, and applied to the United States government for
intervention; and President Palma announced his irrevocable intention to
resign his office in order to save his country from complete anarchy. The
American State Department did all in its power to discourage the request,
and President Roosevelt dispatched the Secretary of War, Mr. Taft, and the
Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Bacon, to Habana to render all possible
aid in securing peace.

THE PEACE COMMISSION.

Secretaries Taft and Bacon arrived in Habana, September 19, 1906, The
task confronting them was extremely serious. Though there was no doubt
that the American naval forees assembling in Habana harbor could in a short
time disperse any large bodies of insurgents, it was quite evident that the
employment of force would certainly give rise to guerrilla warfare, which
would mean the loss of many lives, the destruction of a great deal of property,
and the expenditure of large sums of money.

The Peace Commission, consisting of Secretaries Taft and Bacon, gave
hearing to prominent men of the island, had many conferences with the
leaders of the different political parties, received and considered suggestions
for the settlement of the pending differences, and finally proposed a com-
promise. The compromise contemplated the resignations of the Vice-Presi-
«dent, Senators, Representatives, Governors, and Provisional Councilmen
elected at the fraudulent elections of December, 1905; the laying down of
the arms of the insurgents; the constitution of a commission for the purpose
of drafting laws most urgently needed; and the holding of elections under
the provisions of the electoral law to be drafted by such commission. The
earnest endeavors of the commission to have the plan accepted by all parties
were without avail. The President insisted on resigning, all the cabinet
officers resigned, and the President called a special session of Congress in
order that he might submit his own resignation and that of the Vice-President.
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Pursuant to the eall, Congress met September 28, received the resignations,
and adjourned on the same day without electing a successor to the President.
The country was thus left without a government, and President Palma so
informed the Peace Commission, and stated that it was necessary for him
to turn over the national funds to some responsible person. Secrctary Taft
accordingly issued the following proclamation establishing the provisional
government of Cuba:

To the people of Cuba:

The failure of Congress to act on the irrevocable resignation of the President of
the Republic of Cuba, or to elect a successor, leaves this country without a govern-
ment at & time when great disorder prevails, and requires that pursuant to a request
of President Palma, the necessary steps be taken in the name and by the authority
of the President of the United States, to restore order, protect life and property in
the Island of Cuba and islands and keys adjacent thereto and for this purpose to
establish therein a provisional government,.

The provisional government hereby established by direction and in the name of
the President of the United States will be maintained only long enough to restore
order and peace and public confidence, and then to hold such elections as may be
necessary to determine those persons upon whom the permanent government of the
Republic should be devolved.

In so far as is consistent with the nature of a provisional government established
under authority of the United States, this will be 2 Cuban government conforming,
as far as may be, to the Constitution of Cuba. The Cuban flag will be hoisted as usual
over the government buildings of the island. All the executive departments and
the provisional and muniecipal governments; including that of the city of Habana,
will continue to be administered as under the Cuban Republic. The courts will
continue to administer justice, and all'laws not in their nature inapplicable by reason
of the temporary and emergent character of the ‘government, will be enforced.

President Roosevelt has been most anxious to bring about peace under the con-
stitutional government of Cuba, and has made every endeavor to avoid the present
step. Longer delay, however, would be dangerous.

In view of the resignation of the Cabinet, until further notice, the heads of all
departments of the central government will report to me for instructions, including
Major-General Alejandro Rodrigues, in command of the Rural Guard and other
regular government forces, and General Carlos Roloff, Treasurer of Cuba.

Until further notice, the Civil Governors and Alealdes will also report to me for
instructions,

I ask all citizens and residents of Cuba to assist in the work of restoring order,
tranquillity, and public confidence.

The general public satisfaction with this action is apparent from the fact
that, though the government and the insurgents had thousands of men under
arms, this simple decree was sufficient to establish the provisional adminis-
tration, the only American force landed being a small squad of marines to
protect the Treasury. The important and delicate task of the disarmament
of the insurgent forces and of the militia was then successfully carried into
effect by commissions consisting of American officers and prominent Cubans;
and a proclamation of general amnesty was issued. The general attitude of
the people of Habana toward the action of the Peace Commission was made
evident when Secretaries Taft and Bacon embarked for the United States on
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October 13, 1906. The people of Habana forgot their political differences,
and taking thought of the fact that the horrors of civil war had been averted,
all parties joined in a demonstration of gratitude and praise for the work that
had been accomplished.

Upon Secretary Taft’s leaving the office of Provisional Governor, President
Roosevelt appointed in his place the Hon. Charles E. Magoon, who had .
shortly before,retired from the position of Governor of the Canal Zone and
American Minister to Panama, in which post he had successfully carried out
the difficult task of organizing the Canal Zone government, and had estab-
lished friendly relations with the Republic of Panama. To assist him, officers
of the United States army were appointed advisers to the acting secretaries
of the Cuban executive departments.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT GOMEZ.

The plan approved by the Peace Commission provided for the enactment
of a new clectoral law. Accordingly, there was appointed an advisory law
commission which, after a thorough investigation, recommended the law
promulgated by the Provisional Governor in April, 1908. This law provided
for an electoral college of 106 electors, apportioned among the six provinces
at the ratio of one elector for twenty-five thousand inhabitants. By a decree
issued a few weeks later the presidential election, at which the members of
the lower house of congress were also to be chosen, was set for November 14,
1908. Absolute peace and order marked the election, which followed a
vigorous political campaign. The liberal candidates, General José Miguel
Gomez for President, and Sefior Alfredo Zayas for Vice-President, received
a total of 195,197 votes, being & majority of 68,069 over the conservative
candidates, General Mario Menocal for President and Sefior Rafael Montoro
for Vice-President.

The electoral college met on December 19, 1908, and consummated the
election of President Gémez and Vice-President Zayas, and recommended
that they be inaugurated at noon on January 28, 1909. This recommenda~
tion was approved by the President of the United States. The law provides
that their term of office shall extend to May 20, 1913.
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CLIMATE.

In the year 1899, the United States Weather Bureau established meteoro-
logical stations at the following 7 points: Habana and Matanzas on the north
coast; Cienfuegos and Santiago de Cuba on the south coast; and Pinar del
Rio, Santa Clara, and Camagiiey in the interior of the island. These stations
were maintained by the United States until the organization of the Cuban
Weather Bureau in 1005, when they were transferred to it. The Cuban
Weather Bureau hias established 24 additional stations, making a total of 3L,
At 7 of the stations observations have been made almost continuously for more
than seven years, and at the rest observations have been made since 1905, but
with numerous breaks in continuity. '

The climate of Cuba is tropical and insular. There are no extremes of
heat, and there is no cold weather. There are but slight ranges of temper-
ature between day and night, and between summer and winter, Rainfall,
though everywhere abundant, is nowhere excessive in amount. The humid-
ity of the atmosphere is great. The prevailing winds are the easterly trades.

As a result of the slight extent of the island from north to south, the climate
would be very similar everywhere, were it not for differences in exposure to
the prevailing winds, differences in distance from the coast, ete.

TEMPERATURE.

The table on the following page shows the monthly and annual mean
temperature according to the records made at 20 stations of the Cuban
Weather Bureau during the years since they were established.

The average of the annual mean temperatures of all of the Weather Bureau
stations in Cuba was 77° Fahrenheit, which may be accepted as an approxi-
mation to the average mean temperature of the island. The range among
these 20 stations was from 74° in Aguacate to 80° in San Cayetano, Batabané,
and Guayahal, The location of the station, whether on the coast or in the
interior, apparently has little influence upon the annual mean temperature.

The mean of all the stations for July, commonly the warmest month, was
82°, and for January, commonly the coolest month, 71°. In the latter case,
the range among the different stations was 9°, from 67° in Aguacate to 76° in
San Cayetano and Guayabal. In the former case, the range was 79 only, from
78° in Aguacate to 85° in Batabané. The ranges in monthly means at the
several stations differ considerably, varying from 7° to 15° but there seems to
be no relation between this range and the location of the station.

(45)
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The following tables show, first, the monthly mean maximum temperatures,.
and second, the monthly mean-minimum temperatures:

Monthly mean maximum temperatures.
[Degrees Fahrenheit.]

™ i .
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STATION, g g -§ g o 8 - g1 ¢ 2 g B

d13(21 8| & 18]35 2] 8%]38 5] 3

Rl RS < =T [ 0 (=} = | A
Pinar del Rfo....... 78| 80| 83 85| 87| 83| 90| 90 89 86 82 79
Habana, .. .. 761 77| 79{ 8| 83! 85 86 | 85 86 83" 80 77
Matanzas. ... 78| 81| 83| 83| 86| 80| 90 91| 91| 88| 82 T
Cienfuegos. . . 79) 82| 83)-8 ) 87| 874 89 89 871 86| 82 80!
Santa Clara. coovvvvvn.. 80| 84| 86 86 91 89 92 90 20 8’7 82 81
Camagley. ....oooeerun.. 80 84| 85 87 89 a0 91 o1 90 88 85 83
Santiago...........,.... 83| 83 ) 8] 86| BG| 87| 83 ) 90] 88 ] 83| 84 83
San Cayetano.,.......... 81| 82| 84| 8| 88| 8| 91| 91 80| 8% |..... 86
QUanajay. .coveveevnninas 75| 80| 82| 83 87! 88| 89 |..,.. .l 7978 78
BatabanG........oveun.. 81| 8| 88 a0 94 95 98 08 98 94 88 87
Aguacate.,.....vivininen. 78| 82| 84 85 90 92 03 93 02 89 85 79
Unién de Reyes.......... 791 82 81 84| 85} 87| 90| 90| 88| 85 81 80
B_ana.gnises .............. 77 791 83 85 88 89 20 90 89 88 81 78
Bierra, Morena........ eedf T2 74| 76| 78| 86| 88| 89| 88| 85 83| 80 76
Cifuentes.......... Veenes 74 70] 79 80 84 84 86 86 85 83 78 76
Camajuant 84| 886 88 91 02 22 93 91 89 82 79
ABURIAY, cooi e 81| 82| 83, 86| 86| 89| 90| 90 88 86 85.
Sancti-Spiritus 771 80] 80| 84| 85| 8 87| 84| 82] 79 78.
Mor6n. . ....covviiiinnns 75 76| 77| 8| 82| 85 86 | 88 821 79 75.
Guayabal 89| 90 91 921 92| 07| o7 04 04 ) 01 87
anzanillo 80| 84 87 92 92 95 93 91 87 85 81
ibara...... 83| 84 87 88 20 92 93 91 88 88 87
Guantdnamo 88| 88| 88 91 91 92 92 90 | 60| 91 87

- Monthly mean minimum temperatures,
[Degrees Fahrenheit.]
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61| 63| 64| 66 70| 72| V4| 73 73 71 66 63
641 65) 66) 681 71 ) 73 741 75 74 ) 73 69 65
60 60 63 64 68 72 72 72 73 70 67 62
62| 63| 64 85 70 73 73 73 73 71 68 64
60] 59| 629 e4) 65| 70| 72| 70 69 68 85 61
621 64| 66 87 68 70 71 72 71 69 67 85
66| 67| 68 70| 72| 72) w4l 72| 72| V2| 70 68
60 62 64 87 71 e 73 73 72 72 69 65
Aguacate. . 56| 56| 60 65 687 66.| 64 63 63 62 57 556
Unién de Reye! 68| 75 73 74| 76 781 78| 179 77 75 73 65
Banagiliges..... 64| 66| 671 72| 78 741 761{ 75 74 76 | 71 87
Sierra Morena...... ... 60 61| 62 62 68 60| 70 70! 71| 70| @7 64
Cifuentes. ......covvnenne 66| 67 ) 69 71 78 76 78 7 74 75 72 a7
Camajuant, 60| 58| 65 6l 65 66 686 68 63 686 61 59
Yaguajay..oovienvrenenn. 681 60| 62| 62| 64| 66| 691 70| 7L 70| 67 685
Sancti-Spiritus........... 851 67| 67) 70} 74} 74| 751 78 73 721 70 65
OFOM, .. vvivuvanns o..d| B4 B4 B4 | BE[ 859 64 | 66 66 | 67 64| 60 56
Guayabal................ 64| 63 64 67 71 72 71 72 71 72 69 64
Manzanillo..ooovovvee. .. 67 ) 69] 70} 71 66 | @9 68| 66 65 70 a7 63
Gibara.................. 66| 66| 66 69 69 71 72 73 71 70 88 68
Guantdnamo,............ 60| 62| 64 65| 67| 68 68 | 65 688 68 | @6 61

The highest monthly mean maximum femperature is apparently at Bata-
bané, where the maximum temperature averaged 98° for July, August, and
September, and the lowest summer maximum at Habana, Cifuentes, and
Morén, where the monthly average of maximum temperatures was only 86°.
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July and August have the highest monthly mean maximum temperatures in
most places.

The lowest mimimum is apparently at Morén, where, for each of the three
months of January, February, and March, the minimum temperature averaged

49, . Tt should be recalled, however, that this is a station that has been in

operation for a short term only, and a longer series of observations may change
this result. The monthly mean minimum temperature was most commonly
lowest in January.

The following table shows the range of monthly means of maximum and of
minimum temperatures through the year, and also the range between the
highest maximum and the lowest minimum:

Hirhest

- ¢ R ¢ mminhly

ange o ange o maximnm
STATION. maximum, minimum, | minus lowest

monthly

minimurm,
Pinar del Rio,,.. 12 13 29
Habana.... 11. 11 22
Matanzas. , 13 13 31
GClenfuegos, 10 11 27
Santa Clara 12 13 33
Camagliey. . 11 10 20
F 1 1 o 7 8 24
Batabans......ccovveiiiiiiiiaiiiiin. RPN 17 13 38
Aguacate, . ..... ..., TS N 15 12 38
Union de ReyeSeueivscvreriivivirneinns P 11 14 25
Banagilises....... e s e 13 12 26
Sierra Moxana ................................. 17 11 29
Cifuentes, . 16 12 20
Ga.mo.}uzmt 14 10 35
Yaguajay, 11 13 32
Suncti-smrltu 12 11 22
orén....... 12 13 32
Guayabal. 10 9 34
Manzanillo 15 8 32
L8 17N 12 7 27
GUADLANAIMO, 4o v v vv v rer e iat st rtansntonessass & 8 32

These figures, and especially those of the third column, which give the
differences between the highest temperatures of the warmest month and the
lowest temperatures of the coolest month, illustrate the slightness of the
temperature range in the island. There is no indication here that the range of
temperature is greater in the interior than on the coast.

The two tables on the following page show the highest and the lowe'st
temperatures recorded during the years of observation.

The highest temperature here recorded was at Guayabal in 1007, when the
temperature reached 113°. This place and Batabané, near the south coast,
recorded the highest temperatures for each year since records for them have
been made. The maximum at Habana, it will be noted, was 94° in the year
1901, while in 1905, 1906, and 1907, the temperature did not go above 90°,
and in 1904 the maximum was only 86°. This city is one of the coolest points
in Cuba, not only in regard to the maximum temperatures, but as to mean
temperature.

It might be expected that the extremes of heat would be greater in thc

e
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interior than on the coast, especially the north coast, to which the trade wind
comes directly from the sea. This theory is not, however, borne out by the
records, since equally high temperatures are found on the coast and in the

Interior.
, Absolute Maximum,
[Degrees Fahrenheit.]
BTATION, 1900 | 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907
Pinar del RIO.....ovvveivinnnnns. 95 96 95 |...... 93
Hubana..............c0vieeen, 91 94 91 91 86
Banaglises. . .ovrvreerrvninnnnan, 94 96 101 93 91
T (o S 93 94 95 28 90
Lo 4 96 96 97 91 91
Camagley, oo v vvreerennnarroenans]onns oo RN 95 93 97
SaNtEO. et v i 95 95 93 04 92
Batabans,.,..c.v...eiiiiiaa., P P A TP O
LT A DAY D DTN DN N
0 4 S St Y P
San Antonio
Camajuant
Cifuentes
Santa Glar
Yuagnajay. 98
Guayabal, 108 106 113
Gibara, .. L P
Guantdnamo., 97 96 06
Manzanillo., ... .ot iinneriinndfineindoenancfineenaleceaidiena o, a7 ...,
Cataling de GOINeS..uvsvevvnreneaadoreeniivenaafonarad]s PP I PN 97
o €T T o ] P, 104
CRYAIMAS. .\t viranernnenranen TR R L Y P P N 95
LT P 1 N NN O 95
FUCBS v v iiiaanas T T T £ P e o Y N 96
Sanctl-Spiritus......ooo i e e e o IS N Y 95
Absolute Minimum.
[Degrees Fahrenheit.]
STATION, 1900 | 1901 | 1002 | 1903 | 1904 | 1805 | 1906 | 1907
Plnar del RI0 . vvuvevrerenneennns 51 47 48 50 j...... 47 49 5§
Habana............co0ivvnnn. e 53 50 51 55 58 52 53 52
Bunagitses. ..ooiveiiinan.. eraan 47 42 45 57 55 52 43 46
ClenilUegos..vu v e vvrvennannnns Ve 46 47 45 45 54 46 40 50
Movén,,..... Ve st veaatee e 50 45 45 46 49 43 381...vus
CalEUeY . et v i iiieiineeennnns RPN R N P 44 58 46 45 [vansy
BANHAKO, v vt i ... b4 55 81
Batahano. .. ovrivienviinreeradrrenis 47 32 50
Aguacate 40 45 50
Matanzas 48 [veu... 48
San Anto 45 41 48
Camnajnanf 44 40 ees
Cituentes., 53 52 65
Santa Clara, 44 43 [vevnen
B P I PP 42 47 [ooent,
Guarabal,vove i iiiiivviererieirsierendoeeeedo oo s . 59 46 50
GIDRIR. o it RIS A, Jevwoon [ N P o S P
GHANTANAMO . s v s e evreeeaansane|oenenils R P N P 54 50 52
Manzantllo. . ... .oooo i, S PR N R . veen B4 J..ae- .
Catalina de Glines. .. ...vvnevneeuferendinennd]ovendonanndon e TP N 50
Sierra Morenf.......oveeuvrnneenneeonaadornaniles PR P I PO PR 46
Cayamas.....,......, PP N TS S e Y P KIS PPN 44
CONEOJAS. . vven e iivenae]eeneaddinenid . RPN P RN O 45
PR, i iraaasararaes T PR N PR TP P [T PO 59
Sanceti-Bpirftus. .. ..oiiiiiiiini e e in i, R O P e 50

The lowest temperature on record was the freezing point, reached at Bata-
bané in 1906. The temperature has been as low as 38° at Morén, and as low
as 40° at several other points. These low temperatures are the result of cold
waves from the United States. At Habana, the lowest temperature was 50°.
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There were 16 stations with lower, but five with higher absolute minimum
temperatures,

As with the maximum temperatures, so with the minimum temperatures,
there appears to be no relation between the location of the stations and the
temperature. At the interior stations, the minimum temperatures were no
lower than at those on the coast.

The following table gives the highest and lowest temperatures on record,
and the difference between them, or the extreme range of temperature:

Range between absolute mazimum and minimum lemperatures,
[Degrees Fahrenheit.,}

STATION, Maximum, Minimum, Range.
Pinar del RIO. ..ot veit e in e e neas 08 46 52
Habana.,,... .. 04 50 44
Banagiises. . 101 42 59
Cienfuegos. . 96 40 56
MOrén....oovvvunnnnn, .. 97 .38 59
CaMAEOEY e v v et rr v rsirnteeneannnunnarenns 102 44 58
L 95 54 41
Bataban6........... . . 108 32 74
Aguacate., , 97 40 87
Matenzas. 95 46 49
San Antonio. 99 41 58
100 40 60
90 52 a8
a8 43 55
98 42 56
113 46 67
99 54 45
97 50 47
a7 54 43
......................... .. : 97 50 47
BIerra MOren®. v vuv v iverennreananernnnsn PR 104 46 &8
CAYAINAS. cou s v varee et taryererrnsannnssans .. 95 46 49
Gongoms . 95 45 50
Cruce o 95 59 36
Eanctl-Spmt.us e 95 50 45

The differences between the maximum and minimum temperatures ranged
from 36° to 74°. At Habana, the difference was 44°, a very low range. Out
of the 25 stations, 20 have larger differences.

The differences are no greater in the interior of the island than on the coast.

RAINFALL.

"The table at the top of the following page presents for 21 stations, the
monthly and annual rainfall, obtained by taking the mean of all the avail-
able observations. The figures for the 7 stations established in 1899 are the
only ones that are reliable, since the period of the other stations is too short
to give the figures much value. Rainfall varies in amount so greatly from
year to year that the mean of three years only may be far from the truth.

The rainfall differs greatly in different parts of Cuba. During the period
of observation the least, 32.5 inches, was received at Batabané, and the
greatest, 60.8 inches, at Cayamas. The period of record for each of these
stations, however, has been short. The rainfall at Habana was but 40.6
inches, an amount exceeded by that for 17 out of the 21 stations.
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RAINFALL. 51
Rainfall,
[Inches,]

: 5] g {

BLE| 18|51 % 2

BTATION, . & 5|4 " . 4 5] 2 E g

§15(5| 2|8 5|8|2/8(5128|5]8

I S TR B P - T I~ =0 U T I A T - A
Pinar del Rio....... 587 29| 24| 3.1) 2.4 80 7.2} 6.2] 70]|10.8] 58] 14| 1.5
Habana..... --140.64 3.0) 1.8) 2.0] 11! 6.4| 50| 3.2| 3.9| 4.3] 4.8| 2.6] 27
Matanzas. . 613 18| 1.8f 28| 21| 7.6| 85| 8.0] 5.2] 6.0] 37| 1.5] 4.5
Cienfuegos. 156410 00| 15| 2.8] 2.9| 5.9| 0.0( 60| 56} 8.2} 68| 2.6] 1.9
Bunta Clara 18084 1.21 1.0) 2.0/ 4.2] 591133 a1| 58| 6.5] 7.9] 2.68] 43
Camagliey. Je49 ] 20! 15] 7.4] 31| 84]/11:8| 63| 6.3] 7.3} 6.0| 3.4] 1.4
Santiago, . 14954 15| 11| 21| 34| 6.4| 6.8] 24| 35| 78] 9.7| 40| 1.0
Bataband. 825 0.4) 04 15| 2.2) 3.6] 8.1) 1.8 3.4| 87| 44| 18| 1.4
t (69.5( 18] 1.2| 47! 4.0| 82123 85| 6.5| 83| 41| 41| 5.8
Banagitises. ....... .180.01 0.4) 1.8) 3.8| 44| 5.6/11.7) 5.8|10.7| 55| 3.8] 2.8]. 3.8
Slerra Morena.......|43.9{ 1.7| 0.4} 2.8| 0.9| 40| 85| 69| 6.8 2.8 1.6] 4.0] 4.5
Caynmas. .....euen, 60.8) 0.4) 0.8] 3.1} 3.9) 5.7)15.8! 7.5] 80| 87) 6.9] 28| 6.1
Cruces. .,......- ...} 8910 0.5) 1.2) 23| 3.5) 5.0]/17.3| 6.9] 67| 6.4} 20| 3.9] 3.4
Cifuentes....... «++.|8931 13| 0.5| 24! 4.9] 7.5|17.2] 7.6} 90| 6.1] 3.5| 6.2] 3.1
Comajuant..........| 54.6| 17] 0.4| 21| 34| 59129 6.1] 36| 48| 3.3| 6.8] 38
Yaguajay... 162l 214 0.6) 37| 3.2| 5.5]14.2| 53| 4.6| 47| 43| 88| 4.5
orém, . .. .160.8) 22| 05| 2.0) 6.2] 5.6]15.7] 81| 57| 87] 6.0} 67| 1.4
Guayabal, J&45) 1.9 1.3} 8.6( 1.1(10.0] 9.86| 47| 79| 51) 61| 37| 0.5
Manzanillo. 48310 07| 07] 2.0} 27} 5.4] 97| 40| 80| 86| 6.9] 3.6] 0.8
tibara,..... J37.2] 25 18] 1.9) 221 43 6.0| 1.4] 28| 42] 2.0/ 7.1| 1.0
Guantinamo...... ..{36.9| 10| 1.0| 26| 53| 34| 49| 21 25| 49| 69} 18| 04

As a rule, the rainfall is least upon the seacoast, and greatest in the interior.
For all the stations, the average rainfall on the north coast was 50 inches
annually; on the south coast, 45 inches; and in the interior, i. e., at stations
more than five miles from the shore, 60 inches.

"There is little, if any, difference in rainfall between the eastern and western

parts of the island.

In the distribution of rainfall through the year, there are well-defined wet
and dry seasons, the former including the six months from May to October.
In that half of the year, about 72 per cent of the annual rainfall is received.

The following table, made from the data for ail of the stations, with due
consideration as to the time of operation, shows the proportion of the annual

rainfall for cach month:

MONTH, Per Cent. MONTH. Per Cent.
January.......o.oo0iiiiaaa, 3 July...ooe.en e 10
February...,. e 2 August....... e 11

51+ & September. .oy 12
Apel. ... ..., 6 October.,....ovvvvviuns 9
May....... [N 11 November,,.......... Ve 7
AT T YRR . 19 December. . ...oovviun. 5

The following table shows the proportion of the annual rainfall which was

recorded in each month at each station:
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Per cent of annual rainfall.

) —
” by 4
. @ Y
B s |24 2|4
ration, £ 'g £lel 8| & :E'; 28 §
g§1{3 £ 8 g il 2| 8 o
S lmi=E | < = = s ~ 5] [ -
~ 14 124 11] 121 184 10 ‘
Pirar ded RIO. . ovvenl g 44 g g B 18 gl 10| 11| 15 g 3
Mmool 4 8| s af 18| 16f 12| 10| 13| 7| & i
p ifoa) sy g 1L 17| 1| 10} 15| 13| §f ¥
s 21 a| 7| 1of 22 w0 of it 3| 3
80 2| 12| i3l 18| 10] o) 1| 5, & 1
8] 2| 4| 7y @) 18] 5} 7{ 18} 20f 3
1| 1| s8] 7] 11| o) 6| 10| 27| 13| §
3| 2| 7| 6| 12| 17| 2] 8 12| &| §
1| 8{ 8| 7] 9| 20! 10| 18| o| g| §
4 1 8 2 0 19 14 15 7 4 9 10
1) 1{ 4| 8| 8| 28] 107 11| 12} 10{ §
1] 2§ 4| e 8] 20¢ 12| 11| 11| ‘3| 3%
3] 17 8] 7{ 1} 28| 11| B 9| §| §
8| 1; 4| ef uf 23| 11, 7| 8! g| 3
34 1| 8} 8| 9| 23} of 8| 8| 7| 13
4/ 1| 8|10} of 28 8| 10 o8| 10/ i}
41 2| 71 "3 18] 18| 90| 14| oy 9|
1] 1 4| 5| 10| 18] 8| 15| 18| 13| 7| 1}
Tt 6 5( 8| 12| 16| 4| 8| 11| 5| 19| 3
3| 8y 7 14 9 13| 6} 7f 13 18] 5

WIND DIRECTION.

The fallowing table shows the prevailing winds at the 7 long-term stations:

: ) 5 .
§ : -
: a | g
SATION, by ElE el o1« -
S1ils|5(555|¢2 5135
1 & S 3|2)/2|88 z
crweaeat N INE} B B E E E E E |NE|NE| &
W“”Nﬁ EIE|E|E|EI/E|E| & ENEENR ¥
o] YINEINE| E | E | NE|NE|NE|NE|NE| Ng
cievanes B BiNE!NE{NE|NE|NE| NE!| NE NE [ NE| NE]NE:
.oy By ELEIE I EIE | E|E| B | 1| B |NB|N
P SR HE NE HEINE|NB|/NE|NB| NE|NEINE|NE|NK|§
e E{ N NE|NE| V | NE| NE| NE|NE[ V N .

"The prevailing wind over Cuba is the northeast trade wind. Tis uniformity .,
is modified by the season and by the time of day; itis broken by barometri¢:

disturbances; and it is deflected in many localities by local topography.

In sumwmer, when the sun Is high, and Cuba is on or near the equator, the

2
;
-
£

B LA S, SR BTN

direction of the trade wind is very nearly east, while in winter it is more nearly" -

northeart. At points on or mear the coast, the Jand and sea breezes deflect it
very sppreciably,  Thus, in Habana, in July, the wind at night blows from
the BSE, smd ity the day from the NE, chauging at about 10 a. m. and 10 p. m; ‘

‘The tellowing are the wind directions in that city for each two hours:
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ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE. 53
TIME, Direction. TTALE. Direction,

2 p.m. NE
4 . . BN 5

[l

B 8

: 10 e
NE 12 night

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE.

The following table gives, for 6 stations, the annual and monthly mean
atmospheric pressures, corrected for temperature and reduced to sea level:

- "y _— s 1. .
MONTH, d 3 ll Hio, | Habana, M%‘;}”' f& (”,;,Y(l) a (';,%Hg:;"_ Santiago.

b 30.02 29.99 30.02 26,97 20.98 20.06
January.... ... .. ... 30. 14 30.08 30.17 30.03
February. .. ... ... ... .. .. 30.03 30.04 30.05 30.00
Marceh, .o 0 o L 30.08 30.02 30107 30.00
3 30.01 29.08 30000 29.96
29.94 29 .94 20,908 29.93

20,94 29.93 24 92 20.94

30.03 30.03 30.056 %0.06

30.06 30.00 30.04 £9.97

20.99 29.95 29 .04 29.91

29 98 20,92 20 .95 29.90

30 03 29.97 30.00 20,04

30.02 30.03 30.04 20,07

The annual average pressures at different stations range closely about 30
inches, and the average of the 6 stations is 20.99. At all stations, the pressure
Is greater in the cool than in the warm season. The average pressures for the
six months from November to April, and those for the remaining six months
are as follows for 6 of the original stations:

T - Mav Lo

STATION, No V&g'ff{' rio @I‘tghf"; Difference.
Pinar del RIo. ... ... i i, 29,09 0.06
Habana 29 . 06 0.06
Matanzy 20 0.08
Clenfu 0.7
Carmagil 0.06
Bantiago., . ..., ..0ven .. 0.05

The differences in pressure at the two seasons of the year range, at different
stations, from 5 to 8 hundredths of aninch. It will be recalled that the months
of comparatively low pressure are those which constitute the rainy season.
It will also be noted that the slight increase in pressure in July and August
accompanies & slight diminution in the rainfall.
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SUNSHINE.

The following table shows the number of clear days in 1907, and in each
month of that year at each of the 14 stations for which the record was com-

plete:
Number of clear days.

) o ) -

o g .1 8|4

BTATION. E’ E 'd : 3 g E 'a B

SRR AR E RIS O AR A0 20

mlal8|lgl<| 28181 EF]I&ES8] =

Pinar del Rfo....... 158 || 20| 14| 23| 19| 14 7| 10 7 7 8 14 10
Habana....... veesl 101 (] 9 31 9 8 4 4 3 ] 9 6 7
Batabané........,,| 218 | 24| 18| 28 22| 12| 13| 13 9 16 17 22 28
Aguacate........... 21| 21| 20| 231 21| 17) 16| 19| 18| 24| 19| 24
ALANZAS. ... . ... 131 11 281 18| 15| 17| 20| 23| 14| "o| 19| 15
Banagliises....... . 30 261 30| 28| 21 71 11 16 9 25 25 21
Sierra Morena. . . , .. 31| 24| 221 21| 20| 8| 11| 27| 19| 25| 20| 27
Congojas. . ... 221 10| 28| 20| 13 9 20( 12 7 18 22 12
Cienfuegos 20 21) 31| 25| 26| 16 24| 20| 22 11 19 15
UCEs, ., 23| 23| 30) 22| 15 4! 14 7 10 19 22 18
Cifuentes. 20 21| 317 22| 23| 12| 21 23| 26 31 27 17
Guayabal. 28 2 0] 14 1 0 12 4 0 0 [¢] 1
Bantfago. 18| 18| 28| 14 9 71| 11 10 8 11 15 11
Guantanamo. . 21| 15| 20 28 20 21 19| 20 [} 26 28

The different stations pregent a wide range in the number of clear days,
the vaxiation being from 68 in Guayabal to 274 in Cifuentes. The location
of the stations; whether on the north or the south coast or in the interior, does
not seem to affect the amount of sunlight.




PROVINCES AND THE ISLE OF PINES.

The Republic of Cuba is divided into 6 provinces, which from west to east
are as follows: Pinar del Rio, Habana, Matanzas, Santa Clara, Camagiiey,
and Oriente.

"These provinces are subdivided into 82 municipalities, in the following
proportion: Pinar del Rio, 12; Habana, 18; Matanzas, 10; Santa Clara, 21;
Camagliey, 5; Oriente, 16. .

The municipalities are in turn divided into barrios or wards, which cor-
respond, somewhat, in extent and organization, to our election districts,
their object being to aid municipal control by means of delegates known as
alcaldes de barrio, an office equivalent to the justice of the peace in the
United States. The number of these in the entire island is nearly 1,100, Both
municipalities and barrios differ widely in area and population. The five
municipalities of Camagiiey are large in area, while several in Habana and
one or two in Oriente are in area little more than cities. In population, on
the other hand, the municipalities range from Habana, with about 300,000
people, down to municipalities containing little more than 3,000 inhabitants.
In Cuba the sections of the island are popularly known as Vuelta Abajo, or
the portion from the meridian of Habana to Cape San Antonio; the Vuslia
Arriba, from the meridian of Habana to that of Cienfuegos; Las Cinca
Villas, from the meridian of Cienfuegos to that of Sancti-Spiritus; and
Sterra Adentro, from the latter to Cape Maisi. .

" The following table gives the area of each of the 6 provinces and also the
population of each as shown at the different censuses:

Al‘eﬂa POPULATION.
PROVINCE. 8 qun,r'e
miles. 18611 1887 1899 1907
TOtAl. . o vvvnererrnens ‘44,164 | 1,306,530 | 1,631,687 | 1,572,797 | ‘2,048,980
Pinar del Rfo. ..... e 5,206 | 146,685 | 225,801 | 170,354 240,372
FBDAD « e v v v vner et 3/170 | 393789 | 451,028 | 427,514 538,010
Matanzas. ... ...... DR 3'256 | 234,524 | 250,578 | 202,444 230812
ganta Clara. . . . 8257 | 271,310 | 354,192 | 356,538 457,431
Camagley. .. .. 10,084 85,702 67,780 88,934 118,268
Oriente. ..... OO 14211 | 264,520 | 272,379 | 327,715 455,088

tPopulation of provinces estimated.

PROVINCE OF PINAR DEL Rfo.

The province of Pinar del Rfo is situated at the western extremity of the
island, and is bounded on the north by the Gulf of Mexico, on the east by the

(55)
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province of Habana, on the south by the Caribbean Sea, and on the west by
the Yucatan Channel.

Pinar del Rio is divided into 5 judicial districts: Pinar del Rio, San
Cristébal, Guanajay, Guane, and Consolacién del Sur.

The lands of this province differ greatly in their formation; the Quater-
naries are found forming two bands or zones, one to the north and the other to
the south, excepting the piece of land pertaining to Cabo Corrientes, The
southern band is a great deal wider than the northern. These lands are
limited by the coasts and, generally speaking, are low and marshy; they are
used chiefly for raising cattle and swine, for the manufacture of charcoal, and
for the gathering of leaves and bark of the red mangrove.

The lands of the Tertiary formation also are found in two strips parallel to
the above mentioned. They are especially suited to the culture of tobacco,
because of their arenaceous, argillocalcareous, humiferous composition,
especially in the southern part of the province (municipalities of Guane, San
Juan y Martfnez, San Luis, Consolacién del Sur), where the Vuelta Abajo
vegas of world wide fame are located.

All of the central highlands of the province belong to lands of the Secondary
period. On the summit of these mountains small spaces of igneous soil,
mostly composed of serpentine rocks, are found. These lands are generally
of bad quality. Some coffee grows on them, but their principal products are
feed for cattle, timber for construction, and wood for making charcoal. This
portion of land is the most mountainous of the province. .

"To the southwest of the Cordillera de los Organos (Organos Ridge) exists a
zone pertaining to the Primitive formation, covered by woods almost in its
total area.

"The principal products of the province of Pinar del Rio are tobacco (the
most renowned in the world), sugar cane, coffee, timber, fruits, charcoal, and
cattle.

Pinar del Rio, a city with 10,634 inhabitants, is the capital of the province.
This city, situated in a fertile valley near the river Guama,is inthe heart of the
famous tobacco growing district of Vuelta Abajo.

The city itself is an antiquated one, although many changes and improve-
ments have been introduced lately. It has several good, solid buildings, such
as the civil governor’s residence, the jail, the institute, and the old Spanish
cuartel or armory. It has also a good hospital, cemetery, etc.

An excellent macadamized road connects the city with the port of La
Coloma, on the south coast of the island.

Other important cities and towns in this province are Guanajay, San Luis,
Vifiales, San Juan y Martinez, San Diego, Los Palacios, Cabafias, Bahfa
Honda, Mariel, Consolacién del Sur, Remates de Guane, and San Cristébal.
The quarantine station of the Republic is located at Mariel and one of the
naval stations ceded by the Cuban Republic to the United States has been
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established at Bahfa Honda. San Diego de los Bafios is famous for its sulphur
springs, of unequaled excellence. '

PROVINCE OF HABANA,

The province of Habana, the smallest in area, is the most populous section
of the Republic.

It is bounded on the north by the Florida straits, on the east by the province
of Matanzas, on the south by the Caribbean Sea, on the west by the province of
Pinar del Rio.

It is divided into the following judicial districts: Habana, Guanabacoa,
Marianao, Jaruco, San Antonio de los Bafios, Bejucal, Giiines, and Nueva
Gerona.

Land of the Quaternary period is found in all of the south coast and in a
small portion of the north coast, east of Habana.

"The lands of the Tertiary formation are located in the southern and western
portions of the province, adjoining the zones of the Quaternary formation,
although the strips are rather narrow. In the municipalities of Alqufzar and
Giiira de Melena, situated in the southwest section of the province, tobacco
of very good quality, called “Tabaco de Partido,” is cultivated, and also
coffee, bananas, sugar cane, and oranges.

"The dark soil (black earth) of the municipalities of Gumes, Melena del Sur,
Nueva Paz and San Nicolas, on the south coast, to the east, produces sugar
cane, and, in Giiines, also potatoes and many other excellent vegetables, the
quantities produced being sufficient to supply the Habana markets and to
furnish a portion for export to the United States.

The arenose-argillo-calcareous lands of the municipality of Bauta, to the
west of Habana, are adapted to the cultivation of white and violet pineapples,
which are being shipped in large quantities to Ni ew York and other American
markets,

The lands of the Secondary period form a strip beginning to the south of the
city of Habana and running east to the limits of Matanzas. In this zone are
located parts of the municipalities of Madruga, Tapaste, Santa Marfa del
Rosario, Casiguas, and others.

A small portion of igneous soil can be found in the municipality of Guana- -
_ bacoa, to the east of Habana.

Among the principal productions of the province are sugar cane, alcohol,
tobacco, pineapples, “yucca,” starch, coffee, bananas, corn, and fruits and
vegetables of every kind.

The capital of the province, and of the Republic, is Habana, a city with a
population of nearly 300,000 inhabitants. Itis situated on the west side of the
beautiful bay of Habana, known to Columbus and his companions as the
“Puerto de Carenas,” because of the fact that the great admiral found in its
bosom safe shelter to carry on the difficult task of overhauling his damaged
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ships, “carena” being a Spanish word meaning “overhaul.” The mouth of
the harbor is rather narrow, but the harbor itself is wide and deep, and a
thousand ships can safely anchor there at one time.

Habana occupies a very strategic position at the mouth of the Gulf of
Mexico, a fact which has served to give it the name of the “Key of the Gulf.”’ ‘
The harbor is strongly fortified, the entrance being guarded on one side by the o
Morro and the frowning heights of La Cabafia Fortress, and on the other by ‘
La Punta and other smaller coast batteries, and these in turn being supported o
by the batteries of Castillo del Principe, Castillo de Atares, etc., and by the |
sand batteries extending upon the coast on both sides of the harbor.

The water supply of Habana is one of the most abundant and at the same
time purest and healthiest in the world, the water being obtained from the
springs in Vento, tanked in reservoirs at a place called ‘“Palatino,” near Ha-
bana, and carried to the city by means of an aqueduct.

The city has beautiful drives, among which are the famous Malec6m
(embankment), which runs parallel to the sea; the Paseo de Marti, running
from the Malec6n to the Parque Central; the Avenida de las Palmas; and
the Avenida de la Independencia. Its parks also are very beautiful, especially
the Central park and the Parque de Colon.

The city has a pumber of associations for purposes of instruction and
recreation, several clubs, an academy of sciences, a university, a high school,
charity institutions, asylums, civil, military, and private hospitals, several
theaters (the principal one, named Teatro Nacional, being widely celebrated),
large markets, a systemn of magnificent waterworks, an extensive and beautifuil
cemetery, sea baths, churches, convents, and good hotels, which are being
improved yearly. .

It is a favorite winter resort for Americans, who find in the Cuban capital
the combined pleasures of seashore and city life. )
Since Habana is the capital of the Republic, it is the residence of the
President of the Republic, the seat of the Congress of the Republic, the seat
of the general government, supreme court, superior court of Habana (audien-—
cia), general direction of finance, naval station, arsenal, observatory, diocese
of the bishopric, and the residence of all the administrative heads of the island

, (civil, military, maritime, judicial, and economical). .

There are numerous cigar and cigarette factories, tanneries, and manu-
factories of sweetmeats, rum, candles, gas, beer, carriages, soap, perfumery,
glycerin, ete.

Habana is the most important commercial center of the island.

Its principal exports to the United States consist of tobacco, fruit, wax andl
honey, sugar, and molasses,

THE ISLE OF PINES.!

The Isle of Pines, located about fifty miles south of the narrowest part of
Cuba, is a municipality of the province of Habana. It is surrounded by the
*The data have been derived, principally, from the manuseript of an article writtexx

by Miss I. A. Wright, special agent of the Cuban Department of Agriculture, and
kindly loaned to the Cul an Census Bureay, in advance of its official publication. ‘
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shallow waters of the Caribbean Sea. Its area is approximately 1,200 square
miles. .

The island is divided by a broad swamp, about fourteen miles long and
from one to three miles wide, into two parts, making, in effect, two islands,
About one-third of the area lies south of this swamp and is a low, flat wilder-
ness, uninhabited except by a few families along the south coast, who subsist
mainly by wood cutting, charcoal burning, etc. In theinterior of the southern
section, a large part of which is owned by Americans, mahogany, cedar, and
other valuable woods are abundant, but the lack of roads renders impracti-
cable any extensive business in utilizing the timber.

The northern half of the Isle of Pines consists essentially of a plain, which
is level for the most part, although it is occasionally broken by low hills.
The shore of the northern section is beach sand and mangrove swamps,
varying from a few feet to five miles in width, and from sea level to an elevation
of from twelve to fifteen feet. This fringe of the northern part is broken by
two headlands, Punta de Colombo and Punta de la Bibijagua, which project
into the sea. .

There are a few broad shallow streams with gentle slopes, whose sharp
cut channels fill during the rainy periods. During the dry seasons, some of the
smaller streams go dry. '

Two elevations rise to a height of nearly 1,000 feet, the Casas mountain
west of the town of Nueva Gerona, and Caballos, to the east. These moun-
tains are composed of marble, which is sometimes coarse and sometimes
fine grained and ranges in color from pure white to dark gray. Marble is the
most important mineral resource of the island.

In a few places there are indications of iron ore deposits, masses of brown
hematite being found scattered over the surface, but no veins of workable size
have been discovered. A few small deposits of manganese have been found.

“The flora of the island combines many of the variations of Florida with
the large hard wood trees of Central America and Mexico, and, singularly,

‘the pine, characteristic of the temperate zone, which grows over the greater
part of the island. * * * The tall pines furnish, for exportation, railway
ties, telegraph poles, poles for the roofs of native Cuban huts. * * *
One of the principal sources of wealth is lumber. * * *

“In the forests are found extensive groves of the Creoduz regio (royal palm)
and 26 other varieties of the same numerous family; the mahogany, lignum-
vitae, coco wood, from which reed instruments are made; cedrela odorata,
used in the manufacture of cigar boxes and the lining of cabinet woods and
producing an aromatic oil distilled from its wood; and fistic, or logwood, a
dye stuff, * * 7

There are many native fruit trees along the streams, such as mangoes,
caimitos, aguacates, zapotes, and wild oranges. Wild bamboo fringes the
water courses, while, in damp places, aeroid plants drape the trees. Flowering
shrubs and plants grow luxuriantly.

There are no large animals indigenous to the island, the largest being the

18enate Document 311, 59th Congress, 1st Session.
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hutfa, an enormous rat, nearly as large as a rabbit. This animal can be
domesticated, and is regarded as edible by some of the natives.

Native bats are abundant, and there is a kind of vampire peculiar to the isle.

More than 200 varieties of birds are found in the island; of these about 115
are resident while the others migrate between North and South America,
making the Isle of Pines a stopping place in passage. The more common birds
are parrots, thrushes, cuckoos, owls, and humming birds.

There are very few reptiles, and none of a poisonous kind. The largest is
the maj4, a species of constrictor, whose most serious fault is his fondness for
domestic poultry. A few lizards are found, also tree frogs. There are spiders
and scorpions, but their bites are not dangerous.

Ants are numerous and very annoying, as are also the sand flies (jejenas),
fleas, and mosquitoes; aside from these, the island is singularly free from
noxious animals or insects.

There are two principal towns on the island, Santa Fé and Nueva Gerona.
The former is the older, but the latter is the larger and more important,
being the capital of the municipality. The villages of Columbia and Los
Indios are attractive settlements. :

The island has been brought into prominence recently through the efforts
of landowners to sell the subdivisions of their holdings to American pur-
chasers, as well as through the actively pushed claims of American residents
that the territory embraced by its boundaries is not subject to the jurisdiction
of the Republic of Cuba, but belongs to the United States. These claims
have received no recognition; on the contrary, Secretary Root pointed out
that the island has always been an integral part of Cuba, and that any change
in its status can only come as a result of some agreement, hereafter, between
Cuba and the United States. »

The Americans began to exploit the island immediately after the signing
of the Treaty of Paris and the ending of the Spanish-American War, in 1898.
Since then the isle has become practically Americanized, although the natives
constitute the majority of the population.. American money is the only
currency used; American architecture prevails outside the towns; there are
Americen preachers and school teachers; and American wagons and carriages
are constantly used instead of the clumsy ox carts of former days. The roads,
which compare favorably with the, best American highways, have been
greatly improved during the present provisional government, and the work
of road making is still going on, nearly $200,000 having been appropriated
for this purpose.

The principal industry in which American settlers have engaged is the
production of citrus fruits—oranges, lemons, and grape fruit—though pine-
apples have been grown successfully, on a comparatively small scale. Ex-
perience has shown that, in the cultivation of citrus fruit in the Isle of Pines,
all'lands must be highly strengthened with fertilizers, and, in most localities,

provision should be made for irrigation which is necessary during occasional
years of drought.
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Prior to the last war with Spain, the Isle of Pines was regarded as a health
resort, and was, for many years, visited by large numbers of invalids who
found relief from their ailments, not only in its salubrious climate but also in
the healing waters'of the medicinal springs in the vicinity of Santa Fé. These
springs, though located in close proximity to each other, have various con-
stituents and qualities. Their pronounced efficacy has been fully demon-
strated and recognized and it is highly probable that, within the near future,
they will cause the island to become once more a Mecca for health seekers.

At the Census of September 30, 1907, the population was as follows:

Total, Males, Females,
Total population. ., ......cvviiviviavenes 3,276 1,835 1,441
Natlve white....... oot iioiiiiiiiiinienane
Troreign white . 2f '172? ! 'tli?g l'ggé
ﬁgg{iozb .............................. e %32 82 54
Mestizo aimimenes - 0000 98 10g .......... 98

1 Of these, 438 were Americans.

PROVINCE OF MATANZAS.

The province of Matanzas is bounded on the north by the Florida straits,
on the south and east by the province of Santa Clara, and on the west by the
province of Habana. :

It is divided into 5 judicial districts: Matanzas, Cérdenas, Col6n, San Jos
de los Ramos, and Alacranes. 5

The Quaternary formations dre found in the shape of narrow strips, running
along the north coast from the bay of Matanzas to the limits of Santa Clara
province. ‘

The lands of the Tertiary formation are situated on the west side of Matan-
zas, running to the limits of Habana province, and in the central and southern
part of the province to the Zapata swamps and limits of Santa Clara.

The red soil of the municipalities of Jovellanos, Giiira de Macuriges,
Cervantes (formerly Perico), Bolondrén, .and La Unién are considered the
very best kind for the cultivation of sugar cane, coffee, oranges, bananas,
sweet potatoes, -‘‘fiame,” “yucca,” corn, etc. The soil of the municipalities
of Alacranes, Jagiiey Grande, Guanajayabo, and Guamacaro is of argille-
arenose-calcareous humiferous composition, of dark or brown color,-in some
instances rather humid. It is good for the cultivation of sugar cane.

The lands of the Secondary formations are situated in the central highlands
of this region, forming a zone beginning to the west of the village of Colon
and running nearly to the municipality of Unién de Reyes.

The parts of this province belonging to the municipalities of Cimarrones
and San José de los Ramos are extensively flooded during heavy rainy seasons
on account of the swelling of the rivers that flow through or near these districts.

The principal products of the province are sugar cane, aleohol, and timber;
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Matanzas city, the capital of the province and a city with nearly 40,000
inhabitants, is located about 60 miles directly east of Habana. This city is
noted for the beauty of its surroundings, one of the most enchanting views
being the celebrated valley of the Yumuri. Another great attraction is the
Caves of Bellamar. The city has a pretty plaza and good buildings, the mosE
notable being the Esteban Theater and the City Hall.

The commercial activity of Matanzas is great, The principal industries
are rum distilling, sugar refining, and the manufacture of guava jelly. There
are railroad, car, and machine shops. Sugar and molasses are sent to the
United States, the value of the exports of such products from 1891 to 1805
amounting to $59,988,497.

The climate is good and Matanzas is considered the healthiest city on the
island. :

Cérdenas, with about 25,000 inhabitants, is also an important commercial
center. Sugar is the chief article of export. About half of the imports are
from the United States.

Colon has of late years made great efforts in the direction of educational
advancement. It is in the heart of the sugar-producing region.

PROVINCE OF SANTA CLARA.

The province of Santa Clara is bounded on the north by the channel of
Bahama, on the east by the province of Camagiiey, on the south by the Carib~-
bean Sea, and on the west by the Gulf of Matamafio and the province of
Matanzas. ' ‘

It is divided into 6 judicial districts: Santa Clara, Sagua la Grande, Reme~
dios, Cienfuegos, Trinidad, and Sancti-Spiritus.

The lands of the Quaternary formation extend from the limits of Matanzas
province to the north of Sagua la Chica river on the north coast, and to
Cienfuegos on the south coast. - '

The lands of the Tertiary formation are found in the northern part of the
province, from Sagua la Chica river to the eastern Jimit of the province,
forming a wide zone, extending westward to the province of Matanzas.
In this zone are located, in part, the municipalities of Yaguajay, San Juan
de los Remedios, Taguayabon, San Antonio de log Vueltas, Camajuani, and
Sagua la Grande. On the south coast Tertiary lands form a narrow strip,
beginning at the port of Cienfuegos and ending in the province of Camagiiey.
This zone becomes wider in the central region of the province, occupying a.
considerable extent of land. The municipalities of Trinidad and Sancti~
Spiritus are situated in this zone. Soil of the same formation, occupied by the
municipalities of ‘Cartagena and Santa Tsabel de las Lajas, can be found in
the western portion of the province.

The lands of the Secondary period form two irregular bands joining in the
west.  Lands of this formation, although occupying a small area, can be
found to the north of Cienfuegos port, in the municipality of San Fernando.
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The lands of the Primitive formation are found on the east side of the
Arimao river, extending to the north slope of the Siguanea. The renowned
Manicaragua vegas are located on this formation.

The principal products of the province are sugar cane, tobacco, coffee,
cocoa, corn, bananag, honey, wax, timber, alcohol, cattle, charcoal, and bark
and leaves for tanning.

Cienfuegos, with a population of 30 100 in 1907, is a city of great commercial
activity. It is located on a peninsula in the bay of Yagua, 6 miles from the
sea, and has a fine harbor.

The city has a beautiful plaza and its streets are wide and straight; its
buildings are large and substantial and it is surrounded by a great number
of the finest sugar plantations on the island.

The commercial importance of the place was recognized more than forty
years ago, and has increased with the development of the sugar industry.
This port is now the center of the sugar trade for the south of the island.

Sugar and tobacco are exported to the United States, and soap and ice are
manufactured.

Santa Clara, with 16,702 inhabitants, is the capital of the province. This
city is situated in the center of the island.

Sagua la Grande, Caibarién, San Juan de los Remedios, Trinidad, Sancti-
Spiritus, Cruces, Camajuani, Placetas, and Tunas de Zaza are important
cities.

PROVINCE OF CAMAGUEY.

The province of Camagiiey is bounded on the north by the channel of
Bahama, on the east by the province of Oriente, on the south by the Caribbean
Sea, and on the west by the province of Santa Clara. It has two judicial
districts, Camagiiey and Morén.

Lands of Quaternary period extend in a narrow strip in the northern part
of the province and also on the south coast from the port of Santa Cruz del
Sur to Santiago de Cuba. Lands of this kind can be found also at the mouth,
of the Santa Clara river.

Lands of the Tertiary formation form two parallel zones, one in the north
and the other in the south portion of the province. The municipalities of
Morén, Nuevitas, Ciego de Avila, and Santa Cruz del Sur are located in
these zones. )

The principal produets of the province are cattle, sugar cane, wax, honey,
timber, and hemp.

Camagiiey has 29,616 inhabitants, and is the capital of the province. The
city is located in the heart of one of the wildest parts of the island, 528%
miles from Habana, 47 miles from the port of Nuevitas on the north, and ‘50
miles from Santa Cruz del Sur on the south coast. It is the seat of a court of
appeal.

The manufacture of cigars is extensive; sugar, tobacco, wax, and honey
are important articles of export. ‘
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Along the north coast are three large isles known as Cayo 'Cocc'), Cab.'o
Romano, and Guanaja, which are almost barren, though possessing rich soil,
They ar; inhabited by fishermen. The abundance of sea birds along the

coast is extraordinary.
“La Gloria,” the American colony developed after peace was restored,

belongs to Camagiiey province. . .

Soxﬁe of the cities are Nuevitas, Morén, Ciego de Avila, and Santa Cruz
del Sur, The first and last are situated by the sea. Cedar, mahogany, honey,
and wax are shipped to the United States annually to the value of $300,000

to $400,000.
PROVINCE OF ORIENTE.

The province of Oriente is bounded on the north by the Atl.antic ocean;
on the east by the Atlantic ocean and Windward Passage, which separates
it from the island of Haiti; on the south by the Straits of Colon, which separate
it from Jamaica; on the west by the Gulf of Guaycanaybo and the province
of Camagtiey.

It has six judicial districts: Santiago de Cuba, Manzanillo, Bayamo, Hol-
gufn, Baracoa, and Guanténamo.

The lands of the Quaternary formation are found in the northern part of
the province, and also in the southern part, where they extend from Cape
Cruz in a westerly direction to the limits of the province of Camagiiey and
again from Puerto Escondido to Cape Maisi.

Lands of the Tertiary period exist all along the south coast except for the
portions which have been mentioned as belonging to the Quarternary forma-
tion. The towns of Piedras, Jiguani, Barajagua, and Mayari are situated
on this kind of soil, as are also San Pedro, San Marcos, and the municipality
of Gibara.

Lands of the Secondary formation occupy the southern part of the province,
from Cape Cruz to Guantinamo, and thence extend to the northeast as far
as the mountaing of Toa. This is the richest mineral region in the province.

Lands of the Primitive formation are of limited extent, located northeast
of the port of Manatf.

Igneous soil forms a wide zone embracing the municipalities of Bayamo,
Holgutn, and Victoria de las Tunas; all of the northern slope of the Sierra
Maestra is also of the same kind of sofl.

The principal products of the province are minerals, coffee, sugar cane,
tobacco, cocoa, wax, honey, coconuts, bananas, and timber.

This province contains the principal mountain ranges of Cuba. Com-
mencing at Cape Maisi the land rises in a series of irregular terraces of lime-
stone rock until an elevation of ahout 1,500 feet is reached, then gradually
slopes upward, and forms a series of irregular mountains which extend from
the north to the south coast. These mountains rise to an elevation of about
4,000 feet, are extremely precipitous and irregular, and are covered with
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vegetation almost to the summits. Seventy miles from Cape Maisi, on the
south coast, the country flattens out and the mountains recede from theocean,
leaving a large and comparatively level plain, indented by a deep, irregular
harbor, furnishing excellent anchorage for any amount of shipping. This
plain is known as the Guantdnamo valley, and the harbor is the harbor of
Guantdnamo. The Guanténamo river is a stream of considerable size and
navigable for light-draft boats for about 6 miles. The valley of Guantinamo
is extremely fertile, and contains some of the largest and best sugar plantations
_in Cuba. Between Guantinamo and Cape Maisi, on the south coast, there
are no settlements. :

West of Guantdnamo, the coast is extremely rough and mountainous. The
mountains here reach an altitude of 5,500 feet and extend down to the sea.
At a point about 25 miles west of Guantdnamo the mountains commence to
bend back from the seacoast, leaving near the sea one or two ranges of com-
paratively low foothills, Near Santiago the mountains recede farther and
farther from the coast, leaving another large, irregular valley covered with
rolling hills, in which are situated the city of Santiago, and the villages of
Caney, Cubitas, Dos Bocas, Boniato, and Cobre.

Santiago is a city of about 46,000 inhabitants. Tt is situated on a limestone
hill, at the northeast extremity of the harbor. The harbor is about 4% miles
long, and varies from a few hundred yards to a mile and a half in width. Itis
completely landlocked and furnishes an absolutely safe harbor.

The mountains form an almost continuous rim around Santiago. On the
east the Sierra Maestra range rises to an altitude of 5,500 feet; then gradually
slopes down to an almost even ridge of grass covered hills or small mountains,
varying in height from 1,000 to 1,800 feet, and rises again on the west to a
height of nearly 6,000 feet. A great ceniral plateau sweeps around the coast
range of mountains connecting with the head of the Guantinamo valley,
gradually losing itself in the foothills of the mountains, which cover the whole
breadth of the eastern portion of the island.” To the northward it runs for-
nearly a hundred miles in an almost unbrcken succession of wonderfully rich
tracts of agricultural land, with here and there a high range of hills. It is well
watered by numerous streams, and presents almost limitless possibilities in
the way of cultivation and development. Throughout the center of this great
plateau are still found large forests of mahogany and cedar, as well as othexr
valuable woods, :

To the westward this valley swings around the coast range of mountains
and joing the great valley extending from Bayamo to Manzanillo, and to the
north and west it connects with the level rolling country of Camagiiey.

West of Santiago, the mountains rise to the height of over 7,000 feet and
extend down to the water’s edge. In fact, from Maisi to Cape Cruz the
mountains at most points rise from the sea, and anchorages are few and widely
separated. - Between Santiago and Cape Cruz, a distance of about 118 miles,
there are numerous small harbors, none of them practicable for large ships.

5
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-At Cape Cruz the coast bends sharply to the northward and the mountains
#fall back from the sea. This is the commencement of the great valley or plain
vof Manzanillo, which extends from the mountains on the east to the Cauto .
-river on the west and north, and runs inland, becoming merged in the great
vcentral plateau of the island. Manzanillo is situated at the head of the Bayor
*Gulf of Manzanillo on the border of this extremely fertile plain, in which are
tsome of the finest sugar plantations in Cuba. On the west, and sweeping
-completely around the head of this valley, is the Cauto river, the largest of all
the Cuban rivers, and navigable for light-draft vessels-for 60 miles from its
mouth. At the head of the valley where it joins the table-land is situated the
picturesque old town of Bayamo. It was destroyed during the Ten Years'
War to prevent its capture by the Spaniards. Twenty miles beyond is the .
old town of Jiguani.” Years ago about these towns were almost countless
herds of cattle and horses, but these entirely disappeared during the Ten
Years’ War; since the establishment of the Republic, however, they are again
‘becoming important. From Bayamo to the north coast a beautiful rolling
country is broken by great forests of timber. To the west from Baracoa, the
coast is lofty and mountainous.

Baracoa is the oldest settlement in Cuba. Its harbor is small and compara-
tively shallow. The country is rough and mountainous, and extremely
rpicturesque and beautiful. The principal indusiry is the cultivation of coco-
muts and bananas; tobacco is grown, although only to a limited extent. The
natives of Baracoa are very skillful in manufacturing articles from tortoise
shell.

The first harbor of importance west of Baracoa is the Bay of Nipe. This is
probably one of the finest harbors in the world. The entrance is narrow but
deep. The harbor itself, which is completely sheltered from the ocean by a
‘high range of hills, seems almost like an inland sea. It is about 15 miles long
and 8 or 9 miles wide. Flowing into it are two comparatively large streams.
"The larger one, known as the Mayarf river, is navigable for boats and scows
for about 15 miles, up to the town of Mayarf. About Mayarf are some of the
best tobacco lands in Cuba; also large forests of hard wood. The country is
wonderfully fertile. Almost any kind of fruit can be grown here in the greatest
abundarice. Commencing at the Bay of Nipe the mountains recede from the
ocean and gradually merge into the central plain. The country about Nipe
and farther on to the border of Camagliey is low and rolling, and in former
times was the seat of great tobacco and sugar plantations, as well as the
cultivation of bananas.

The next port westward of Nipe is Banes—another excellent harbor, much
like Nipe, but smaller and difficult to enter on account of strong currents.
The entrance is deep, narrow, and bordered by high cliffs, and is known as
the “Canyon of Banes.” This entrance is about 3 miles long, and suddenly
merges into the beautiful harbor. The vicinity of Banes is one of the greatest
banana producing districts in Cuba. About 6 miles from the port is the little
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town of Banes. This town, like most others in this section of Cuba, was
almost entirely destroyed during the war, but it has been rebuilt.

Still farther to the westward is the old town of Gibara, with a harbor of fair
size. 'The town is & quaint and picturesque old Spanish town, entirely inclosed
by & wall, along which are scattered masonry blockhouses. This town has
been for years the port of entry for all the northern portion of the province of
Oriente.

Twenty miles in the interior is situated the old town of Holguin, While
Gibara has always been a commercial town, Holguin has been dependent on
the industries of an agricultural and grazing country for its resources, The
town is situated in a rolling, barren country, similar to certain sections in New
Mexico. In former times small amounts of gold were washed in the sireams
near Holguin, and now and then reports are circulated relating to the redis-
coveries of old placer mines.

Westward from Gibara is Puerto Padre, a small and comparatively pros-
perous village at the head of a magnificent harbor. The country back of
Puerto Padre is low and rolling. ,

About 40 miles inland is the old town of Victoria de las Tunas. This town
was practically destroyed during the recent war. The country all through
this section is low and rolling and suitable for either grazing or agriculture.

The general character of the soil in the extreme eastern end of the province
is rocky and barren, except in the narrower valleys between the mountains,
where it is extremely rich but very limited in extent. Farther westward are
the tich plains of Guantinamo, Manzanillo, Bayamo, etc., with a rich adobe
goil of great depth and of almost inexhaustible richness. Through the interior
of the island this same characteristic obtains, only now and then clay or loam
crops out. Generally speaking, the comparatively level tracts of land are
highly fertile. As to the products of the soil, almost all vegetables grow rapidly
and quickly, but lose flavor unless fresh seeds are brought in every two or three
years. The tropical fruits, especially bananas, coconuts, and figs, grow in the
greatest abundance; no attention, however, is paid to the cultivation of figs.
Among the fruits that grow wild are the lime, lemon, nispero, anoncillo, sapote,
mamey, plantain, guanabana, caimito, anon, pineapple, orange, and mango.
Ordinary “garden truck” grows with great rapidity and is of good quality.

Excellent tobacco is also grown all about the Bay of Nipe and along the
Mayarf river. The tobacco is rated second only to the best Pinar del Rfo
tobacco. Sugar, of course, had been for many years the principal product of
the soil. The larger sugar estates are at Guantinamo, at San Luis and
vicinity on the platéau back of Santiago, at Manzanillo, and along the north‘
coast of Vita and Puerto Padre. At these large plantations are found modern
machinery. and appliances, and the development of the sugar industry is -
carried on upon a strictly scientific basis. The land is largely lom}ed to the
workingmen, who agree to turn in the cane at the “central” mill of t}'le
owner of the land. He pays them not by the gross weight of the cane, but in
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accordance with the percentage of sugar the cane produces. This is an
incentive, of course, to produce the very best kind of cane. All through the
extreme eastern part of the island, along the mountaih ranges and hillsides,
are the remains of almost numberless coffee plantations. The cultivation of
coffee was formerly a great industry in eastern Cuba, but the coffee plantations,
like almost everything else, were totally destroyed by the Ten Years’ War and
the recent war. These plantations were principally established by French
refugees, who came from Haiti after the uprising of the negroes in that island.
These coffee plantations were a great source of revenue to their owners and
to the state for many years. The coffee grown was of excellent quality and,
like the best grades of the present Porto Rican coffee, commanded very high
prices in the markets of Burope. The cocoa was also grown extensively by
these same Frenchmen, cocos and coffee bushes being cultivated together,
the former furnishing the necessary shade for the latter.

The province of Oriente includes the richest mineral region in the island of
Cuba. The deposits of iron, copper, and manganese have long been known
and have been extensively and successfully worked. In addition zinc and
lead are found.

-Bantiago de Cuba, the capital of the province, has a fine harbor, beautiful
drives, and rich mines of jron, copper, and manganese in its immediate
neighborhood. It has.a number of tobaceo factories, but the chief business
is the exportation of raw materials, and the importation of manufactured
goods and provisions. Sugar, iron ore, manganese, copper, coffee, cocos,
fruits, and timber are the principal produects. :

"The city is full of historical interest; the battlefields of San Juan and Caney,
the peace tree, and the remains of the Spanish squadron, destroyed outside
of the harbor of Santiago, are of especial interest to Americans.
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THE SUGAR AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES.!

~

Producing farms.—The number of farms contributing to the sugar crop of
1906-7, was 186, this number being 5 more than the total for the previous
year, and 7 more than the total for the year 1904-5.

Cultivated area.—Estimated upon the basis of the quantity of cane ground
and the average yield per acre, the last crop required a cultivated area of no
less than 849,100 acres as compared with 748,733 acres in the previous year.

Cane ground.—The quantity of cane ground increased in 1907 as compared
with 1906, 1,679,947 English tons, the large amount of 14,214,946 tons being
reached in the former year, and 12,534,999 tons in the latter; the quantity
ground in the latter year, in its turn, exceeded that for the preceding year,
by 958,862 tons. ,

Sugar production.—In consequence of the increase in the area devoted to
the cultivation of sugar cane, the production of sugar in 1906-7 exceeded that
of 1905-6; the amount produced was 1,444,310 tons in the former ycar and
1,229,737 tons in the latter year. The increase was 214,573 tons. 'The
corresponding increase in 1905-6 as compared with 1904-5 was only 46,389
tons. o

Strup production.—The production of both molasses and sugar sirups
has a close relation to that of sugar. The quantity of sirups obtained from
the crop of 1906-7 was 46,745,736 gallons, while the quantity manufactured
in 1905-6 was 37,917,752 gallons; the increase was, therefore, 8,827,984
gallons, an increase very much greater than the increase in 1905-6 as com-
pared with 1904-5, the latter increase being 2,760,497 gallons. :

Production of brandy and alcohol.—In 1906-7, the manufactures on sugar
farms included 1,858,648 gallons of brandy and 400,120 gallons of alcohol as
compared with 1,032,930 gallons of brandy and 330,121 gallons of aleoho! for
the year 1905~6, which represents an increase of 820,718 gallons of brandy
and 69,999 gallons of alcohol, quantities which, in their turn, are much gréater
than those reached in the comparison between 1905-6 and 1904-5, the
increases for that period being 226,433 gallons of brandy and 3,836 gallons'of
aleohol. . The production of each of these liquors in factories or distilleries,
aside from the production on sugar plantations, shows also an appreciable
increase—1,302,053 gallons of brandy and 41,262 gallons of alcohol. « Tt

*This account of the sugar industry of Cuba, and of the other industries connected
with and dependent thereon, is based upon the report published in 1908 by the Sec-
tion of General Statistics of the Cuban Treasury Department, of which Dr. Julian
Betancourt is chief. ‘

(69) -
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follows, therefore, that the excess of the national production in 1906-7 as
compared with 1905-6 was 2,122,771 gallons of brandy and 111,261 galions
of alcohol. The total production of those liquors for 1906-7 amounted to
6,806,333 gallons of brandy and 2,954,809 gallons of alcohol, an aggregate
of 9,761,142 gallons. )

Total value of crops.—The value of the products of the sugar mills may
be estimated upon the basis of the value of the exports of these produets,
except in the case of alcohol, with which brandy and rum must be included
because details are not given for this product in the custom-house documents,
As estimated these products were valued at $73,896,899 in 1906-7 and
$61,514,978 'in 1005-6, the increase being $12,381,921. These crops were
exceeded, however, by that of 1904-5, the value of which, estimated in the
same way, was $80,002,734. )

Egportation of sugar.—In the year 1907, 1,292,777 tons of raw sugar were
exported by the national custom-houses, while in 1906 only 1,180,615 tons
and in 1905, 1,077,193 tons were exported. Although the quantity of these
exports increased over 100,000 tons each year, the value of the raw sugar
exported in 1906 ($57,909,932) was less by $13,843,405 than the corresponding
value for 1805 ($71,753,337). Fortunately for the country, this threatened
fall in prices did not continue, and the value of the raw sugar exported in
1907 was $69,416,689, or $11,506,748 more than the value for the previous
year.

With regard to refined sugar, the data of the custom-houses show that there
has been an extraordinary increasc in the amount exported, the amount
increasing from 1 ton in 1905 to 8 tons in 1906, and to 3,311 tons in 1907,

" while the values increased from $129 in 1905 to $1,198 in 1906 and $137,739
in 1907. ' '

Ewzportation of sirups.—The same unusual condition is noted with respect
to sirups, of which 34,532,005 gallons were exported in 1907, 31,530,398 in
1906, and 28,130,263 in 1905; this represents an increase for 1907 over 1906
of 8,001,607 gallons and a greater incrcase, 3,400,135 gallons, for 1906 over
1905. The variation in the total value of these exports was from $794,542 in
1905 to $774,627 in 1906 and $921.312 in 1907; while the decrease between
1905 and 1906 was $19,915, the increase between 1906 and 1907 amounted to
$146,685.

Exportation of other products.—The normal relation between quantity and
value exists in the case of the exports of sweets and preserves and liquors,
other than brandy and rum, obtained from sugar cane. The exported sweets
and: preserves amounted to 627,900 pounds valued at $33,047 in 1907 and
380,980 pounds valued at $31,935 in 1906, thus showing an ihcrease in quan-
tity and in value.. Similarly the exports of liquors other than brandy and
rum increased from 5,676 gallons valued at $1,415 in 1906 to 217,435 gallons
valued at $59,886 in 1907; In the case of brandy and rum, the quantity
decreased from 1,342,802 gallons in 1906 to 1,270,745 gallons in 1907 while
the value increased from $250,809 to $257,800.
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Total value of the exports mentioned.—The total value of the exportations
noted—namely, sugar, sirups, sweets and preserves, brandy and rum, and
other liquors—amounts to $70,826,464 for 1907 as compared with $58,969,-
916 for 1906, showing an increase of $11,856,548, or 20.2 per cent. Of this
increase the greater part was obtained in commerce with the United States,
to which country saccharine products to the value of $65,156,492 were exported
in 1907 as compared with similar exports to the value of $58, 433 121 in 1906,
the increase in 1907 over 1906 being $6,723,371.

Importation of bags and machinery.—In connection with the sugar and
allied industries it is necessary to import quantities of bags and machinery.
In 1907, sugar bags weighing 11,208 tons were imported; these were valued
at $1,299,040. In the same year 18,481 tons of machinery to be employed
in the manufacture of sugar and brandy were imported at a cost of $1,445,254..
These figures compared with those for 1906 show decreases in quantity
amounting to 1,021 tons for bags and 5,417 tons for machinery, a decrease:
of $739,401 in the value of the machinery, and an increase of $80,749 in the
value of the bags. The total value of the bags and machinery imported
amounted to $2,744,204 for 1907 and %3 402,946 for 1906. Thus there was.
an excess in 1906 over 1907 of $658,652 for importations.

Balance!—A comparison, or final balance, of the exportations and importa-
tions which have been mentioned, shows an excess in the value of the exports
amounting to $68,082,170 in 1907 and $55,566,970 in 1906. The excess for
1906, however, is over five million dollars less than that for 1905, the excess
for 1905 being $68,313,230.

1Subject to correction for 1907.
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THE POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES.

By J. Cuarigs HernanDEz, Director General de Comunicaciones, Cuba.

PROGRESS FROM JANUARY, 1899, To JANUARY, 1908.

The military intervention of the United States of America in Cuba started
a new era of progress in all the branches of the public administration. During
the four years of that government a radical transformation was effected.

From the beginning the important question of the postal and telegraph
services, which had always been in a miserable condition, was given special
attention by the intervening government because these services were powerful
governmental resources as well as negessities to the government and to the
people. Among the numerous changes authorized, the following may be
mentioned: The sale of postage stamps at post offices, instead of at the

- offices of “stamped papers”; the discontinuance of the delivery fee (5 cents)
collected from the addressee by the carrier for each letter; the considerable
increase of letter boxes; the establishment of a more frequent collection of
mail; the issue of a stamp for use on mail for immediate delivery; and the
creation of the Dead Letter Bureau.

In the month of April, 1899, the postal tariff issued by the intervening
government was put in force. The rates of postage were as follows: Letters
weighing less than 1 ounce, 2} cents; single postal cards, 1 cent; double
postal cards, 2 cents; newspapers entered as second class matter by the
editors, 1 cent for a package not exceeding 1 pound in weight, provided the
papers were to be distributed at the office of destination or st an office without
free delivery, and 1 cent for a package not exceeding 8 ounces in weight, if
the papers were to be distributed by carriers at a free delivery office; printed
matter of other kinds, 1 cent for a package not exceeding 2 ounces in
weight; medicine, merchandise, and samples, 1 cent for each ounce or fraction
thereof, The registry fee was fixed at 10 cents.

Later the rate of postage for letters not weighing over 1 ounce was reduced
to 2 cents and the registry fee to 8 cents, including the return receipt, while
the rate for newspapers entered as second class matter was fixed at 1 cent a
pound.

On January 23, 1906, a law authorized by Congress was promulgated,
granting domestic franking privilege to all the national newspapers. This
privilege, which it was feared would cause the second class mail to disappear,
did not lessen the quantity of that class.

As there were no special stamps for Cuba at the time of the American
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intervention the sale of United States stamps was authorized. Afterwards
Cuban stamps of flen?mmations of 1,2, 3, 5, and 10 cents were issued; of
the 10 cent denomination, two different kinds were issued, one for postage,
and the other for special delivery. A new stamp of 50 cents has been issued
lately, which is used chiefly for parcels and packages.

"The Postal Code was promulgated on June 21, 1899, by order No. 115,
of the General Headquarters of the division of Cuba. This order, still in
effect, granted the Postal Service the most complete autonomy, fixed its
rights in a clear manner, pointed out the duties of the postal officers, and
established penalties for violations of its provisions.

During the Spanish administration, the Postal Service was practically
limited to the transportation and distribution of the mails. The intervening
government, after considering the public needs and the general convenience,
created two new services: the Money Order and the Parcels Post systems,
which began to operate shortly after the promulgation of the Postal Code.
These two systems, which formerly were not known in Cuba, were welcomed
by the public. .

The Money Order Service was cstablished only in 32 military postal
stations, but it was soon transferred to the post offices. At first this service,
outside of Cuba, was in operation only with the United States; but it was
extended later, to Canada. At the end of the first intervention there were 103
post officcs with money order service in Cuba; at the expiration of the first
government of the Republic there were 120, and at the present time there
are 155.

At the close of the first American administration the Parcels Post System
was in operation at 159 post offices. During the period from May 20, 1002,
to September 29, 1906, it was established in 56 additional offices, and during
the present provisional government of the United States 456 more have been
added, making a total of 260 at the present time.

No important changes have been made in the Money Order or Parcels Post
systems, A new money order blank, similar to that now in use in the United
States, has been substituted for the old form and has becn well received by
the public, as it bears a picture of Commanding-General Calixto Garcfa
Tniguez.

No postal treaty was concluded during the epoch of the intervention, as
Cuba had no definite status. Upon the restoration of the national govern-
ment, five were concluded as follows: one with the United States and one
with Mesico for the exchange of mail; and one with Mexico, one with Ger-
many, and one with Frauce for the exchange of parcels. By virtue of the ﬁrs.t
two treatics, the domestic rates in force in the country in which the mail
originates are charged. With the exception of newspapers, articl.es' undfsr
franking privilege in the domestic service are also entitled to this privilege In
the International service.

Of the treaties for the International Parcels Post Service those with Ger-
many and France, which are the most perfect, were put in force on June 1,
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1906, and January 1, 1907, respectively; but the service did not begin to
operate regularly until January, 1907,

" By January 1, 1908, it had developed to an extraordinary cxtent, as shown
by the fact that in this short period of time 15,000 parcels were received.

The mail transportation service was quite deficient during the Spanish
administration. No assortment or distribution of mails was made on the
trains en route. 'The intervening government established such distribution
and increased the number of routes. On May 20, 1902, there were 1283 routes
with a distance run of 1,541,265 miles; on September 29, 1906, there werc
137 with a run of 2,476,819 miles; and at present there are 145 routes aggre-
gating 5,324 miles in length, and with an annual run of 2,545,828 miles.

Under the Spanish administration this service had never been heavily
subsidized. The government granted concessions for the construction of
railroads with the condition that they should convey the mails without charge.
Only two railroad companies were paid therefor, the Puerto Principe and
Nuevitas Railroad Co., and the Habana United Railway, which were paid
$816 and $1,254 per annum, respectively. The intervening government
teduced the compensation of the first named company to $660 but made no
«change in that of the other. The government of the Republic, because of
«exactions of the railroad companies which were protected by Order 84 of 1902,
and because of theincreaseof the Postal Service, was compelled to payall of the
railroads for this service, and appropriated a large amount for that purpose;
consequently, while the service required an expenditure of only $1,914 at
the cnd of the first American intervention, it costs at present about $180,000.

When the officers of the intervening government took charge of the postal
service a list of 310 post offices was exhibited to them, but at the ond of
February, 1899, only 193 were able to perform service. However, at the time
of the restoration of the government of the Republic there were 297 in
operation, and at the end of that administration, 366. At present there are 415
post offices.

The Registry Service established by the intervening government has
remained without change, although largely increused in proportion to the
development of business. This service is in operation in all of the post offices
of the island. ’

The following table shows the gradual increase of the Registry Service from
1902 to September 30, 1907:

NUMBER OF REGISTERED ARTICLES.
OLASS OF MAIL.

1906-1907 | 1906-1906 | 1904-1905 | 1903-1904 | 1902-1903

Aggregate. . ... ... ov-o| 913,820 | 748,360 | 685,478 548,966 380,135
522,252 | 400,044 | 366,366 265,539
244,028 232,813 172,394 161,750

123,328 114,372 112,534 103,789

: 81,438
226,008 195,432 177,600 114,596
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On January 1, 1908, there were in the Habana post office 2,000 undelivered
registered articles. Some of them had been lying in the office for three or four
years,

At the time the intervening government established the Dead Letter
Bureau, thousands of undelivered letters were found. Among them were
some of the year 1891. Irom January to June, 1899, 73,688 letters were sent
to that Bureau. In the following years the number gradually grew less in
proportion to the mail, which shows the efficiency in the delivery service.
During the one year of the present provisional government’s administration,
the proportion of dead letters has been 6.4 per thousand in the domestic
service and 16.4 per thousand in the international service, the majority of
such letters, chiefly in the latter service, being due to wrong addresses.

By virtue of the Universal Postal Convention of Rome, which was put in
force October 1, 1907, the Cuban administration sdopted two measures of
considerable importance. One fixed the postage of letters addressed to foreign
countries, with the exception of the United States and Mexico, at the rate of
5 cents for the first ounce, and 3 cents for each additional ounce or fraction
thereof. The other accepted the exchange of international answer-coupons,
which, when bought in any of the countries where they are admissible, are
exchangeable for 25 centimes in postage stamps in the other countries included
in the exchange convention. Both decrees of the provisional government of
the Republic received public praise. '

Great improvements were also made in the Telegraph Service. At the end
of the war of Independence therc was only a small number of telegraph lines
on the island and they were in ruinous condition. The Cuban forces had
destroyed all the lines they could find. for the purpose of interrupting the
communication of the Spanish government. Duting the period of the Ameri-
can military intervention, the telegraph service was under the control of the
Signal Corps of the Army of Occupation.

This Corps, with the aid of the liberal appropriations ordercd by the
military government, soon restored the old lines, and erected new ones,
which were used rather for ‘the military service than for the convenience of
the public. The intervening government introduced a more reasonable
telegraphic tariff than the one in force under the Spanish administration.
‘When the intervention ceased the telegraph lines of the government measured
3,499 miles, with service at 77 stations with automatic repeaters. At the
establishment of the Republic the Telegraph Service and the Postal Service
were placed under one Department, which was called “Comunicaciones.”

Dunng the first national governmcnt very little was done toward improve-
ment in the teleoraph lines. The service was gcnerally bad, and was rapidly
detemoratmg in the extreme provinces of the island. In that period, how-
ever, two wireless telegraph stations were installed, one at Mariel, Pinar del
Rio province, and one at Nueva Gerona, Isle of Pines.

At the end of the national government of the Republic there were 5,855
kilometers of telegraph lines and, at the commencement of the provisional
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government all were in bad condition, as a result partly of lack of repairs,
and partly of damages caused by rain storms and by the Revolutionary
forces. All these lines were repaired, and a few new ones have been erected.

The Duplea-polar apparatus was installed on the central line of the island,
from Habana to Santo Domingo and afterwards to Camagliey; as a result
of this improvement it was possible to transmit 600,604 messages during the
first year of the provisional government.

There are now under construction 6 wireless telegraph stations: one on
the glacis of Morro Castle at Habana, and one each at Pinar del Rfo, Santa
Clara, Camagiiey, Baracoa, and Santiago de Cuba. The one now in opera-
tion on the esplanade between Morro Castle and Cabaifia Fortress, which was
previously at Mariel, will be removed to Bayamo as soon as the new one on
the glacis of Mbrro Castle is completed.

At the present time, 6,196 kilometers- of telegraph lines and 115 stations
are in operation.

The Spanish legislation concerning telephones has not been changed,
hence, the laws governing telephone service are not consistent with modern
methods. '

The Department of Communications had.on January 2, 1908, 1,601 em-

-ployees distributed :as follows: In the Department proper, 149; in Pinar del
Rio,117; in Habana, 501; in Matanzas, 200; in Santa Clara, 283; in Cama-
giiey, 102; in Oriente, 249. There were in addition 160 substitutes without
salary.
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MONEY, BANKS, AND BANKING.

MONEY,

Cuba has no currency of its own coinage. The official money of the Repub-
lic is United States currency, and all taxes and public debts are payable in
the same, except fees of registers of property, which are collected in Spanish
gold. In wholesale commercial cireles Spanish gold is the basis of calculation,
and in the retail trade and in the country Spanish silver is commonly used.

United States currency is always at a slight premium over Spanish gold,
but this premium fluctuates according to the demand for Spanish gold and
silver. During the year 1907, the American dollar was on an average equiva-
lent to $1.03 Spanish gold or $1.16 Spanish silver.

The centen, or 25-peseta piece, is of gold, and has an average valuc of $4.85
American money. The silver coins are the peso, peseta, dos pesetas, real, and
medio. The dos pesetas is a silver coin valued at 2 pesetas, for which there is
no corresponding piece in the American coinage. The peseta is the fifth
of a peso. ‘

The following table will show more clearly the different coins in circulation
in Cuba and their value in American money:

COIN. Spanish, | American,
o MM $1.00 $0.86
Dos pesetas .40 .34
Una peseta .. .. .20 .17
L85 - R .10 .08
. T 1T B . .05 04

Copper l-centavo (cent) and 2-centavo pieces pass current at their face
value.in sums not exceeding the value of 1 peseta. For the government the
fixed value of the centen is $4.78 in American money and $3.83 in French
coins or coins equal in value to the fourth part of a Spanish onza.

BANKS AND BANKING.

The banking facilities existing in Cuba at the present time are inadequate.
Under the tenure of Spain no effort was made to afford the Cubans an oppor-
tunity to bank their savings, and no attention was given to such channels
for the distribution of money as are usually found in other countries. '

On July 21, 1808, immediately following the occupation of Suntiago by
the American troops, the President of the United States appointed the North
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American Trust Company, of New York, fiscal agent of the United States,
and it continued to act as such until July 18, 1901, when the assets and
business were transferred to the Banco Nacional de Cuba. .

This bank was organized with a paid up capital of $1,000,000 United Stutes
currency. It purchased part of the assets of the North American Trust Com-
pany, and liquidated the company’s business in Cuba. ‘

The bank has branches established at Santiago de Cuba, Matanzas, Cien-
fuegos, Cérdenas, Manzanillo, Sagua la Grande, and Pinar del Rfo, and
correspondents at every other important point in the is]and‘. o

The two principal conditions from which the financial situation in Cuba
suffered were, first, scarcity of money in circulation; and, second, the lack
of banking facilities outside the city of Habana, with the consequent immobil-
ity of capital, and the difficulty of transferring money and credit from one
point to another.

The bank sought to meet these conditions by establishing its branches at
the points mentioned, through which the government malces its deposits and
disbursements for the several localities, and which encourage local deposits,
which are available for local loans. In this way exchange operations have
been facilitated, giving mobility to capital and affording opportunities for
individuals and companies to make deposits in the bank, instead of keeping
specie hoarded in safes as theretofore. -

The bank has a savings department, which serves to bring money into
cireulation, in addition to the bank’s capital.

Local loans are made and used for the development of business in each
section. The surplus of one section is transmitted for loans in other sections
where there is & demand for moncy. This prevents the money from being
concentrated in Habana and gives facilities for the developmeent of the several
sections of the island instead of one particular section. The bank has cor-
respondents all over the world, and does the principal part of the exchange
business with China, :

The bank’s capital of $1,000,000 is divided into 10,000 shares of the par
value of $100 each, United States currency. This stock is held principally
in the United States, although a large amount is held in Cluba.

J. P. Morgan & Co. are the bank’s correspondents in New York.

Royal Bank of Canada.—The agency of the Royal Bank of Canada (head
oﬁ_ice at Halifax, Nova Scotia), established in Habana in 1899, has rapidly
{galned the confidence of the community, and is now ranked among the mogt
1m1.)ortffmt banking concerns doing business in the island. "This institution,
which is well and favorably known in the United States and Canada, has
more t}.lan Torty branches in those countries. One of the branches is in New
York city, and furnishes exceptional facilities for the handling of transactions
be‘tw<?en th'a.t city and Habana. The bank has correspondents also in the
principal cities of Europe and in the East, among them being the Bank of

Scotland, the Credit Lyonnais, the Deutsche Bank,.and the Hongkong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation. .



BANKS. s

This concern has recently bought out the business of the “Banco. del.
Comercio.”

It has branches in Santiago de Cuba and Camagiiey.

Bank of Nova Scotia.—Recently the Bank of Nova Scotia established a:
branch in Habana, which is rapidly gaining favor and business.

The Spanish Bank.—This institution, known as the “Banco Espafiol dée:
la Isla de Cuba’ (Spanish Bank of the Island of Cuba), is a stock company,.
and was incorporated on April 9, 1856, with a capital stock of $8,000,000,
now divided into 80,000 shares of the par value of $100 each. It has a reserve:
fund of $456,000. During the Spanish Sovereignty it enjoyed the support.
of the government, with which it negotiated many large transactions.

Colonial Loan and Deposit A ssociation, of Buffalo, N. ¥.—This association
has an authorized capital of $20,000,000; the stock is divided into shares of’
$100 each. Its object is to bring together those people who have money to:
invest and those who want to borrow; and to furnish a safe and profitable
system for investing money in both large and small sums in a manner which:
will assist and encourage saving.

In addition to the regular banks there are several private firms, whose:
business is principally that of loaning money on securities.




FOREIGN COMMERCE.

The foreign trade of Cuba has always been large in proportion to its
population and, since the first American intervention, it has increased
greatly, especially in exports, which have more than doubled. The heaviest
trade was in 1905. The decrease in 1906 as compared with 1905 was due,

of course, to the revolution.

The following table shows the values in American dollars of the imports
and exports of Cuba for each of the years from 1899 to 1907:

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, Imports. Exports.

375 303,812 $49,608,772
70.079, 1,342,3

67,743,033 66,502,169
62,135,464 04,948,804
67,077,678 78,486,409
82,836,651 89,078,141
103,220,986 112,280,026
99,539,6 108,909,687
97, 334 196 114,812,846

In 1907 imports were valued at approximately $47 and e*cports at §56 per
capita of the population. From 1899 to 1901 the balance of trade was against
the island, but each year since 1902 the value of the exports has excecded the
value of the imports, and the net result, in the 9 years of record, is a trade

balance of $11,689,679 in favor of Cuba.
(80)
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84 FOREIGN COMMERCE.

The following table derived from the preceding tables shows the degree in
which certain countries have participated in Cuban trade during the past

9 years:

PER CENT OF TOTAL,
YRAR ENDING JUNE 30, ]
United United
States. Spain, | Germany.| France. Kingdom,
IMPORTS,
43.7 16.6 3.0 4.1 14.7
43.8 14.6 4.5 4.9 15.7
42.0 15,2 5.2 4.3 14.1
41.7 15.8 6.0 5.0 15.0
40.5 14.4 4.6 5.3 17.0
42.7 12.3 6.5 5.7 18.5
45.4 10.7 6.2 5.5 15.3
48.6 9.2 6.5 5.7 14.4
49.5 8.5 6.6 6.6 14.0
EXPORTS,
83.0 2.8 3.5 2.7 6.0
68.0 1.7 11.3 2.5 11.1
76.0 1.1 6.7 2.1 9.4
77.0 1.7 6.2 2.0 9.0
77.8 1.8 6.9 1.5 8.5
83.7 0.8 4.5 1.1 6.8
86.5 0.7 3.5 1.1 5.3
85.0 0.7 3.5 1.5 5.7
88.8 0.8 2.7 0.9 3.9

The principal trade has been with the United States, which has supplied
from two-fifths to almost one-half of the imports, and has received from two-
thirds to over seven-eighths of the exports.

The United States takes practically all the exports of sugar, fruit, and
minerals, and more than nine-tenths of the raw tobacco.

Next to that of the United States the trade with the United Kingdom has
been the most important. That with Spain has fallen off greatly. Trade
with Germany and France was slight,

Habana is, of course, by far the most important port in Cuba, since 69.5
per cent of the imports and 40.2 per cent of the exports passed through it in
the fiscal year. Santiago de Cuba has been the second port in rank in the
value of imports for the last four years, while Cienfuegos has ranked second
in the value of exports for the last three years. ,

The following tables classify imports and exports by kind, for 1899 to
1908; by countries and class, for 1907; and by ports, for 1899 to 1907.
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VALUE OF IMPORTS, BY CLASS.

‘0¢ eunf SUpu’d I8 X

£2L'18%, g9g: 08, 768,33, 1891212 Z6% 061 L8€.5%1, 260,86 181,08 682°201, S[8LI01B 3[q 132324 WO
286 1293 808 s05 . | Sei'ese'z |oRe'ZLi'T | e6T'TLE'T | F98‘SSE'T | 826'0L'T | 6T 092°T | 860°SET'T | 1c- -ttt -BemIOB]
~nuURN IPY} PUB SPOOM
S[eLRIBI
97qe}9894 0710 PUB SPOOM
67LI9LE g8I!90%, £28.299, 155008 ereloge 076,078 266,738 6reiggz 1£0:61g + - *sjaudured pus syooq
988' 1211 941'033'T | 29€'880°'1 | 029'206 16%°096 269°686 ¢10°68 896°9€8 8.8°29L **-'paBogaIsed pus t3deg
IS3IMJOBMULHL S1] PUB .Basm
69L:916, 909286, £86'150'1 | ¥9F,8E8 95¥ ! 412 687269 918,08¢ 167,879 987 08¢ $OIMJIRYTUBTI S11 PUB HIIY
20%'611°1 £99'08T°T | $99°0SI'T | 94F°L%6 416'609 $96'¥69 9%1°819 996 LES £97' 074 SR ;o
pue ‘Imy ‘Xey ‘TO0M
oggll8g e 60z'0%z'S | 0L6,%66'% | 608;98T € 6v2'g79's | gr0iIFIiZ | 608IE€Y8 1 908!e¥big | 995.280.2 s tnersIaqg S1qelage A
$19'620°S 2003055 | gve'zeo'6 | 2eo'PIT's | OpA'fIg'9 | T19'98g’g | ¥60'601'9 | 890°9TI'9 oge‘lgg'9 |TTToocccctcsaingoey
-nuewt 811 PUE U0}10D
BCljéh.ch
152 2641 681'29p'T | S6PI909°1 | LPOI8ETIT | 09L(EIPI 600'30Z'T | 895'€08'T | £6B.96L'T | GLE1193'1 Tt 1019 'SIBLBNIO
686, 129'T 198'TCp'T | OPL'96€°'T | G8PIEEL’'T | $I06¥Q'T | 268,096 191'g€0‘T | 815,878 £89'g00'T |1 sonpeidEoluLys
L£8° 099 97" 088 063 95% 528° 198 z1g' 678 ¥7.'682 156° 663 618'623 €L0' 188 Teeenteotec PSQUSTU
- . . . . . . -IeA PUR ‘804D ‘SIUIBT
196 65% 3L1'568 690°27¢ €33°208 620' 263 899'09% 968°8€8 %89'683 gge'sy |, : - - sjonpoxd apduns
2938 ‘se1rauin j1ad ‘S{edtuId(o
‘gaourIsSqns [BONNSIBULIRYJ
231.198 SgL 908 £9%:89¢ 0z% 038 £20°981 922:298 612308 28L.VEY £80.8%% L  S[R1OUL JIYL0
987618 269718 2707988, 89G: 98F, 812:0€8, TFELLLT, 188663, 8C¥.929, 020,998, : ..mmoﬁ sy pue Rddoy
8LE 78V S 01S'6%6'¢ | BDE'€lz'g | 06S ¥8E'e | 9.6:0zl'z | 899 ‘gir'e | L1g.ZeR'E | ¥CP.965°% 190;018°T |1 ©°° '’ " "133S pUR UOIL
9%6°920° 1 309 106'T | 8E1'980°T | 650°3L8 066 6.7 136°198 696°95% g18°818 £0Z° 991 E:qﬁﬁuﬁ.szmwwﬁo%
. :Samjoe}
-noew IPY} PUE S[BIRIW
og,mﬁ se1'8L8 926'5S4 036° 504 €38 %F 169'%0g 22%'5og 791089 166° 229 RO L CoR S
puz ‘eUIO ‘81100 BIIAT,
s iaadt 950'78g'T | £20691'T | ¥¥€,478 £g8'£29 808299 §8¢’ 189 98¥ .